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SAGEBRUSH STEPPE LAND TRUST
WELCOMES TWO NEW STAFF

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust (SSLT) is thrilled to announce the addition of two
new staff members!

In April, Matt Martens and Lily Richards joined SSLT as our full-time
Conservation Easement Project Managers.

Matt Martens grew up on a 3rd
generation grain farm in the
Oklahoma panhandle and went on
to study Landscape Architecture
at Oklahoma State University. A
lifelong outdoorsman, Matt spent
his weekends training birddogs,
guiding hunters for quail and
pheasant, and taking trips across
the west where he developed a
deep passion for wild places and
untrammeled landscapes.

In 2013, Matt began teaching fly-fishing on the Cimarron River in New Mexico,
and in 2014 he moved to Idaho Falls where he continued guiding fly-fishing and
hunting in many areas across Idaho, Montana, and Texas. In the following years,
Matt served as Director of Recreation for a 30,000-acre working cattle ranch in
West Texas and a 1,200 acre 5-star lodge in Paradise Valley, Montana where he
launched fly-fishing programs on the Yellowstone River, Wildlife Educational
Tours inside Yellowstone National Park, and a myriad of responsible land-use
programs including big-game hunting, trap/long-range shooting,
ATV/hiking/cycling trails, archery courses, and more.

For the last two years, Matt has served as a licensed real estate agent and Land
Specialist in southeast Idaho for Whitetail Properties, a brokerage which
specializes in farm, ranch, and outdoor recreational properties. Matt lives with
his three amazing daughters who continually remind him why the future of our
natural resources and responsible land management is so important, and he is
passionate about connecting with landowners to help them achieve their
conservation, legacy, and stewardship goals.

"It is truly an honor to join the team at SSLT,” says Matt. “My passion lies in
helping to preserve our natural landscapes, and I can't wait to work hard for the
people of southeast Idaho to meet their conservation needs. Together, I know we
can achieve objectives that make a real difference in protecting our way of life and
our amazing local resources.”



Lily grew up in south central Idaho spending her youth
outdoors cultivating her love for snow melt fed rivers,
steep, sagebrush blanketed hillsides, valley bottom hay
meadows, and all the magnificent wildlife that call that
landscape home. Her love of the land led her to a B.S. in
Biology from Principia College where she gained a greater
understanding of how intertwined environmental
conservation is with social and economical issues. After
some hands-on wildlife research experiences with
Leatherback Sea Turtles and Sea Otters, she found her
way to the imperativeness of land conservation and
management in wildlife population health and longevity.

After working as a veterinary technician for four years in her hometown she moved to Gunnison, Colorado where she
received her Master of Environmental Land Management degree. During her time in Gunnison, she gained
experience working with the agricultural community, public land agencies, and other private land holding
organizations. She is happy to be back in her home state doing work to conserve and regenerate the land and
communities she loves the most.

“I am honored to be joining the incredible team at Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust. I have been seeking a job that will not
only utilize my passion and skills but at its core is socially responsible and values supporting surrounding
communities,” says Lily. “I can’t wait to begin supporting the mission of SSLT, making a difference within the broad
scope of land conservation and building connections within southeastern Idaho, all for my love of the sagebrush
steppe ecosystem.”

Both Matt and Lily will play integral roles in starting and closing conservation easement projects. Matt will focus on
conservation projects in Southeast Idaho, with Lily furthering land protection goals within the Bear River Watershed.

WELCOME, ERICA MCMINN, STEWARDSHIP INTERN

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust welcomed Erica McMinn as our
newest Stewardship Intern in March. Erica will assist with
land stewardship, land management, and monitoring duties
over the summer.

Erica grew up in San Antonio, TX and has lived in Idaho Falls
since 2015, where she met her now husband. She graduated
with a B.S. in Biology in 2022 and is set to graduate with an
M.S. in GIS this May. Erica has always had a love for birds,
which was solidified during her time at university as well as
her time working with the habitat management crew at ID
Fish and Game. After graduating, she hopes to find a fulfilling
career where she can contribute to avian conservation efforts.
In her free time, Erica enjoys camping and fishing, playing
video games, crocheting, and spending time with family.

Welcome to the team! ' Erica McMinn




THANK YOU, TERRELL, FOR
YOUR SERVICE TO SSLT

With the addition of new staff, it was a bittersweet moment to say
farewell to Board Member Terrell Blanchard. Terrell has been an
invaluable team member for four years, and his many contributions
throughout his tenure with SSLT have undoubtedly made our
organization stronger.

"It's been an honor and sincere pleasure to serve on the SSLT board,"
says Terrell. "I look forward to continuing my support of the
organization in other ways. I'm proud of the great team and the
continued growth and success resulting in ever greater conservation
successes in Southeast Idaho."

We hope you join us in wishing him all the best in his future endeavors!
Terrell Blanchard

SAGEBRUSH STEPPE LAND TRUST
APPLIES FOR RE-ACCREDITATION

Why is it essential for Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust to be an accredited Land Trust?

In the United States, there are over 1,200 active local and regional land trusts. Of (-RE D / >

those 1,200 land trusts, only 465 (36%) are accredited ! Accreditation is awarded to v" %

land trusts meeting the highest national standards for excellence and conservation % E

permanence. Each accredited land trust completes a rigorous review process and ‘,’;_‘ 92

joins a network of organizations united by strong ethical practices. ﬁf“off Np TR\)::,\\"‘Q
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Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust received its accreditation in 2013 and is in the process
of renewing its accreditation for the second time. We are proud to be a part of a corps
of accredited land trusts across the country that demonstrate fiscal accountability,
strong organizational leadership, sound transactions, and lasting stewardship of the
lands we conserve.

Sound Finances
Ethical Conduct
Responsible Governance

Lasting Stewardship

To learn more about accreditation, visit https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/home

Accredited land trusts protect 81% of Accredited Land Trusts Protect

land & easements held by all land trusts
which is 23,240,764 acres of land.

6,659,116 acres 5,344,055 acres 9,940,091 acres
of forest of agricultural land of wildlife habitat

THAT’S APPROXIMATELY 10X THE SIZE
OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

LAND TRUST ACCREDITATION COMMISSION C@)

LAND TRUST ACCREDITATION COMMISSION @

'https://landtrustalliance.org/land-trusts/gaining-ground/united-states



SUSTAINABILITY REQUIRES STEWARDSHIP

By: Eric Pankau

Sustainability means addressing the needs
of today without compromising the ability
of future generations. With so much
s demand for natural resources, it can seem
like a daunting task to prioritize
stewardship and conservation in our ever-
developing world. If we go back to the
basics in our approach to how we view
resource management, we can appreciate

the challenge and opportunity in “finding

I i 8 II the rainbow” where we can align social,
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Social Demands

economic, and environmental demands.
This is how I like to try and approach

Balanced social, environmental, and economic demands = sustainability .
stewardship goals.

If we find systems that reduce the tensions between competing resource demands, we can more effectively steward
our limited resources.

At SSLT, we have a commitment to caring for the health of the land and the essential habitat that it provides.
Through our Conservation Easement and Fee Title Property Management programs, we provide economic benefit
to Idaho’s land stewards, opportunities for the general public to recreate and enjoy open spaces, and habitat to a
diverse array of wildlife species. When it comes to habitat enhancement projects, this approach is no different, and
we recognize the need for strategic planning in project development. Additionally, strong relationships with
technical specialists, landowners, and our very own supporters help guide our approach to stewardship priorities.

A recent example of SSLT Stewardship project development is the work done at the Century Heights Preserve. Our
partners in wildlife habitat enhancement helped identify where time, labor, and money would be best allocated in
restoration efforts to improve upland habitat. Decades of fire, drought, and invasion from annual Cheatgrass have
reduced the overall soil health and rigor of the native shrub communities on the preserve.

We have been taking a strategic approach to reducing wildfire fuel risks and improving wildlife habitat through
suppressing Cheatgrass, creating open space between combustible Juniper stands and neighboring landowner’s
structures, and planting shrub species on hill aspects that may support these species during drought conditions.
We've also added access, parking, and signage to help users understand the unique opportunity this preserve offers
the community. This has been an outstanding collaborative effort between the Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
numerous funding partners, SSLT staff and volunteers, and the surrounding area neighbors.

As we continue our commitment to protect, connect,
and enhance wildlife habitat, we can’t forget that
competing resource demands require innovative
approaches to problem solving. It’s essential we track the
pressures pushing and pulling the needs of available
resources in our community.

SSLT truly appreciates the dedicated commitment of its
supporters in stewardship. We couldn’t do what we do
without the support of this community and those that
work so hard to make this a special place to live.




STEPPING UP TO CLIMATE CHANGE

By: Amme Redington
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It’s official: 2023 was Earth’s hottest year on record. Rising temperatures are a result of greenhouse gas emissions,
such as carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4), that trap heat within our atmosphere. as a result, our climate is
changing, whether we want it to or not.

What does this mean?

A warming climate means people will experience more frequent and intense extreme weather events (e.g., wildfires,
floods, and droughts), hotter summers and warmer winters, rising sea levels, ecosystem changes, and wildlife and
plant extinction.

What is happening in Idaho?
Idaho is already experiencing the effects of a warming climate. Across Idaho, temperatures have risen nearly 2°F
since the start of the 20th century. Due to these warming temperatures, Idahoans can expect to endure increased

frequency and severity of wildfires due to intensifying droughts, as well as increased winter and spring precipitation
as rain rather than snow, resulting in floods.>
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Why does this matter?

Climate change is happening — not in 5 years, not in 20
years, but now. The results of climate change mean that
the ability to preserve our treasured farms and ranches,
wildlife habitat, and open spaces is threatened. And the
impacts of climate change will affect both current and
future generations. Addressing these issues will require
action.
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What can YOU do?

Anyone can address climate change -no action is too A W,

small! Below are some steps you can take to address ¥ . _ S0 -
climate change and lessen its impacts, for current and * Wildlife'Habitat on ISéep Creék-ﬁl;'?‘%senfe

future generations: £ X

-Turn off lights when you leave a room, unplug electronics, and adjust thermostats.

-Compost and recycle.

-Reduce fossil fuel emissions by walking, biking, or taking public transportation.

-Switch to green energy, such as solar and wind.

-Educate yourself! Read trusted sources of climate change news and get involved in the community to learn how your
neighborhood is impacted by climate change.

We can’t combat climate change alone. To ensure the environment and those whose livelihoods depend on Idaho’s
lands, water, and traditional farming and ranching communities are protected, we must work together. As partners,
as friends, and as environmental stewards of Idaho.

'https://www.noaa.gov/news/2023-was-worlds-warmest-year-on-record-by-far

*https://statesummaries.ncics.org/chapter/id/

'Upper Portneuf River Conserva
Roto by:Sarah Jackson .
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WELCOME PARKER LLOYD -
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is thrilled to introduce you to our
2024-2025 Artist in Residence, Parker Lloyd! Parker's term
began on January 1, 2024 and will end on December 31, 2025.

"I am a botanist and botanical illustrator in Salt Lake City and
the Horticulture Lead at Tracy Aviary and Botanical Gardens. I
am from Oregon originally, and since moving to the
Intermountain West have been enamored with the conservation
efforts put forth by organizations like SSLT to preserve these
wild and scenic landscapes. When I'm off the clock, I'm often
scouring the desert for rocks, bugs, and unique plants. I love
having the opportunity to teach people about endangered
plants, how to cultivate water-wise and pollinator-friendly
relationships with these environments, and highlight
organisms that might not have otherwise been noticed. These
efforts are the strongest when we can work together, and that’s
why I am honored to have the opportunity to collaborate with
SSLT and build up our stories of conservation together." -
Parker Lloyd, 2024-2025 Artist in Residence.

Welcome to the team, Parker! To learn more about our Artist in
Residence program, visit:
https://sagebrushlandtrust.org/artist-in-residence/

THANK YOU CHARLES R. PETERSON -
FORMER ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Charles “Chuck” R. Peterson wrapped up his term
as our 2023 Artist in Residence in December.
During his term, Chuck has created a Flickr group
to share photos of SSLT lands; created several
iNaturalist projects to document biodiversity on
our Century Heights, Deep Creek, and Kackley
Springs fee-owned properties; photographed
SSLT events; contributed photos to our bi-annual
newsletters, monthly membership updates, and
social media accounts; monitored multiple
conservation easement and fee-owned properties;
took SSLT Board and staff photos; created 2024
desk calendars with 2022 Artist in Residence,
Sarah Jackson; contributed several prints to our
2023 silent auction; provided a photo for our
holiday cards; and much more!

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is grateful for his
support, and we hope you have enjoyed seeing his
photographs this past year.

Charles R. Peterson
Photo By: Sarah Jackson



DONOR IMPACT STATEMENT Sﬁ%ebFUSh

2023 ) Steppe Land Trust

For Generations To Come

FUNDS RAISED $2’525’787

IIL:II $558,393 %@1 $10,673

Direct Public Support In Kind Contributions

Y 180 Online Donations e $17,302
.k Totaling $16,735 5>—./)  Raised From Holiday Party
(72 87 New Members 14 States
R Added to our Giving Community Represented

/[] 77% Increase 503 Donated Hours

in Habitat Haven Participation Across 52 volunteers

Q- 5 Completed Conservation
Easements and Fee-Title Properties

; 7 Protecting 3,417 Acres Thanks to YOU!

Funding Summary Acknowledgements

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust would like to recognize the tremendous

8§2.312,462 support from our members and funding partners which allowed us to
increase our conservation footprint to nearly 10,000 acres. We

couldn’t do this without you, our community of supporters. Thank you!

Raised from donations, grants,
and conservation easement To continue supporting our work, visit
acquisition funding http://weblink.donorperfect.com/SSLTdonatenow

@ www.sagebrushlandtrust.org ‘. 208-240-6045 admin@sagebrushlandtrust.org
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YEAR IN REVIEW

By: Matt Lucia

Staff and Board

We are growing staff and diversifying our Board of Directors
to increase our mission impact and better meet the
conservation needs of farmers, ranchers,and the

Last year marked Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s
(SSLT) 19th year as an organization and was
celebrated with several noteworthy

accomplishments. As we reflection 2023 and begin communities we serve. In January 2023, we hired Amme

our 20th year, we wish to recognize our dedicated Redington to manage our office and program operations,
staff, board, landowners, volunteers, partners, and including bookkeeping, grant administration and reporting,
the community of support which empower our work ~ and communications. In July 2023, we hired Eric Pankau to
and enable perpetual conservation of wildlife oversee management activities of fee-owned lands, monitor

conservation properties, and serve as a resource for

habitat, working lands, and open space. ) : )
landowners with their conservation easement needs.

We restructured our staff model and
began the hiring search for two new
project managers and the newly
created Deputy Director position.

SSLT Acres Protected in Southeast Idaho

12000

10000
We are excited to welcome Lily
Richards as the Bear River
Watershed Project Manager and
Matt Martens as the Southeast

Idaho Project Manager and look
4000 forward to announcing the new
Deputy Director soon. We also
2000 welcomed three new board members
, l I I in 2023; Richie Evans, John
o |ma O’Connell, and Austin Fisher, each

& 4@ FLLT TS F PP of whom bring diverse backgrounds

Year
N Cumulative Conserved Acres

2000

Acres

5000

and expertise to the board.
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Land Protection
It was a record year for SSLT’s land protection program.
With support of our partners and the dedication of
landowners, we added five new properties to our
conservation portfolio and protected over 3,400 acres of
working lands, wildlife habitat, and open space.

Accreditation

The seal of Land Trust Accreditation marks the highest
standards in the industry for sound finances, ethical
conduct, responsible governance, and lasting
stewardship. In 2023, SSLT began the intense process
for accreditation renewal and our application was
submitted in March 2024.

New Supporters

We are pleased to announce that 87 new donors joined
SSLT in 2023 to support our mission of

protecting, connecting, and enhancing wildlife habitat,
working lands, and community spaces, now and for
future generations. One major gift was dedicated to
building our Bear River Watershed Programing
collaboration with the Bear River Land Conservancy and
other partners. This major gift enables the collaborative
to increase much needed staff capacity to help
landowners navigate the complexities of grant funding
requirements and guide them through the conservation
easement process.

Community Conservation, Public Access, and Volunteers
In May 2023, SSLT was selected as the “Hometown Choice”
for the “Subaru Share the Love” event with Phil Meador
Subaru in Pocatello. SSLT received a $10,000 award which
will be used to give back to the community in support of
the Portneuf River Vision.

SSLT added 100 acres to the Century Heights Preserve and
secured a $10,000 grant from the Idaho Fish and Wildlife
Foundation to improve winter range habitat and public
access opportunities on the Century Heights Preserve.

Participation in our Habitat Haven community conservation

project continues to grow, and we are pleased to have our '&-qe 9‘,6‘
Artist in Residence, Parker Lloyd, use his illustration skills to eﬁnus Aﬂp"
assist with education and promotion of the Habitat Haven K A:::f::::ﬁﬂ

project.

Volunteer labor and in-kind contributions to SSLT are growing and play an important role in leveraging
grants for conservation easement acquisitions and restoration projects. We can’t complete our work without
our dedicated volunteers.

Looking Forward to 2024

As interest in conservation easements grows and more funding becomes available

through federal programs, SSLT recognizes the opportunity over the next several years

to accelerate the pace and scale of conservation delivery in Southeast Idaho. We are developing our new strategic plan
which will guide our conservation work and organizational growth over the next five years with a focus on fundraising
to ensure staff and organization sustainability. We continue building collaborative partnerships for conservation
outcomes and anticipate closing 3-4 projects in 2024. None of this work would happen without the generous support of
you, our community of supporters, who value open space, connected wildlife habitat, and the agricultural working
landscapes that define Southeastern Idaho. Your generous support helps us protect important places, now and for
generations to come. Thank you.



Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is a private, nonprofit
501 (¢)(3) charitable organization incorporated in
2004, and a "qualified organization" withing the
meaning of section 170 (h)(3) of the IRS Code.
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501

CREDy),.
g

e

-
L)
< A B
O IND RO
4rion co

fon w

Celebrating 20 Years!
2004-2024

Non-Profit Org
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Pocatello, ID

Donate today through our secure website at https://sagebrushlandtrust.org/ or by mailing in a
check to Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, PO Box 1404, Pocatello, ID 83204

Event Calendar

IDAHO GIVES | APRIL 29TH - MAY 2ND

“Idaho Gives” unites Idaho by creating awareness and
support for nonprofits doing amazing things in our own
communities. Last year, with the help of generous matching
donors, we met our fundraising goal for Idaho Gives! Our
fundraising goal this year is $10,000. Help us celebrate four
days of giving across our seven counties by donating online
at https://www.idahogives.org/organizations/sagebrush-
steppe-land-trust. You can help by donating and sharing on
your social media platforms. If you are interested in
donating matching funds, please contact Amme Redington
at amme@sagebrushlandtrust.org

SPRING COMMUNITY PLANT HIKE | JUNE 1ST

Want to further your plant identification skills? Join
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, BLM biologist Geoff
Hogander, and Idaho Master Naturalist Paul Allen for an
educational hike on our Century Heights Preserve. For
more information, contact amme@sagebrushlandtrust.org

HUMMINGBIRD ROUNDUP | JUNE 2ND

The hummingbird roundup is a free educational event,
open to the public by lottery draw and capped at ~2K
attendees. At the roundup, volunteers demonstrate how
researchers identify, handle, and band hummingbirds. If
you are interested in attending, follow the directions on
their website: http://hummingbirdroundup.com/

5TH ANNUAL POKY PADDLE | JUNE 14TH

Enjoy a leisurely float along the Portneuf River at this year’s
Poky Paddle. Hosted by the Pocatello-Chubbuck Chamber
of Commerce, the event will include live music, food, and
local vendors. Money raised will be donated back to the
Portneuf River Vision.

BILL DAVIDSON MEMORIAL BBQ | JULY 5TH

Help us celebrate conservation heroes! Bill
Davidson’s lifetime of service will be honored by
awarding the Bill Davidson Conservation Award to a
local conservation hero — a dedicated, long-term
volunteer steward of southeastern Idaho’s wildlife,
waterways, and landscape. Last year, we celebrated
the founders of Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust. Please
contact Amme Redington at
amme@sagebrushlandtrust.org to RSVP today!

HABITAT HAVEN

Join Habitat Haven and support your local birds and
pollinators! SSLT will launch the program during the
2024 Portneuf Valley Environmental Fair on April
27th. Sign up at the fair or by visiting our website at
https://sagebrushlandtrust.org/habitat-haven/

For only $25.00, participants will receive:

« A Habitat Haven yard sign - let your neighbors
know you’re part of the cause!

« Two native plants, Goldenrod or Firecracker
Penstemon — while supplies last!

« Two specialized seed mixes— while supplies last!

« Resource packet, plant spotlight, and bee guide.

« Floral and pollinator-themed stickers designed by
our very own Artist in Residence, Parker Lloyd.

« A chance to win a prize by entering one of our
contests — “Best Photo of a Pollinator”, “Best
Pollinator Artwork”, “Most Pollinator Species
Uploaded to iNaturalist”, and “Most Members
Recruited”.
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