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It’s fall. And it’s what we live 
for. Chilly nights and jacket days. 
Crisp morning air that is like look-
ing through a glass of fresh, cold 
water in fine crystal. The smells 
are even different.

We used to say fall was hunt-
ing season. But it is more than 
that. Much more. I’ve hunted, 
more or less, all my life. And if 
not, moments of my own were 
out-of-doors riding a colt or 
checking out a new trail some-
where. 

It was camping and friendship 
with the ever present excuse to 
go hunting. You and I remem-
ber best the browned pancakes 
slathered with cheap maple syr-
up with eggs sunny side up and 
link sausage on top of all of that 
at the hunting camp.

We forget the details of most 
of the hunts, but we remember 
a too-large campfire and mov-
ing the wooden stools or cut-off 
stumps away from the flames, 
and then back in as the night 
stories grew long and the fire 
cooler.

We remember the nights in 
tents because the “older adults” 
got the beds in the only camp 
trailer. But we can’t recall the 
sore backs and shoulders and 
stiffness from the cold ground. 
And maybe there weren’t any--
not in our youth.

Canned tomato soup and sal-
tines and an attempt at cheese 
sandwiches was a favorite for 
late lunches before heading 
back out to the woods in the fall.

Evenings were filled with a 
stew or thick burgers or chili. 
There was always coffee and 
sometimes hot chocolate and 
the adults might have a bottle 
of something to take the chill off 
the night. But the younger ones 
played the game of not having a 
nip, but making darn sure they 
saw where the Old  Crow was 
stashed for a sneak of one burn-
ing swallow before bedroll time.

Those fall adventures were 
full of crunchy leaves and early 
snows; mud and middays of be-
ing overdressed. They were the 
days of looking at a frozen bea-
ver pond and wondering where 
and what the fish did all win-
ter long, and if the beaver had 
enough caches of quaking as-
pen until spring.

It was following the tracks of a  
meandering bobcat hunting the 
willows for a grouse or maybe 
a mouse. Or walking behind a 
slow moving and little caring por-
cupine and contemplating how 
they ever mated or raised their 
young.

The cold quiet midmornings of 
October brought the sounds of a 
bugling elk up the canyon to the 
pass you liked lulling away an 
hour on--just looking and listen-
ing and thinking about not much 
at all but a lot of everything.

Those quiet times alone--for 
that is the best way for many of 
us to enjoy those golden months 
of fall--were sometimes broken 
with the unusual. Maybe a bear 
rooting in the old dead trees for 
grubs or bugs or whatever else 
were of high protein for that 
needed winter weight.

Or that bull moose, grunting 
in his search for a girl friend as 
he walked a lonely trail. It is the 
time of year for one last slap of a 
beaver’s tail on an open pond of 
water to alert its kits that there is 
a stranger among them.

Fall is for the bright colors of 
spawning brook trout in the shal-
lows, and a mink running the 
bank with its curiosity of what 
you are doing there and why.

If you are in the right place 
at the right time, you will hear 
the sky high sounds of sandhill 
cranes circling on the drafts to 
try their wings before they fly to 
warmer wintering grounds to the 
south.

You get to hear, if you spend 
enough time alone in the fall, a 
male ruffed grouse drumming 
his wings on a log and asking 
yourself if that is the same log 
he drums on in the spring during 
mating season, and why is he 
doing it in the fall?

And if you are really honest 
with yourself as you grow older, 
you will admit that while you say 
it is the hunt you are going af-
ter, it is in fact not so much. It is 
more than that. It is the sum of all 
things of the fall. 

It is the colors and smells 
and textures; the certainty and 
rhythm of the changing of the 
seasons. Fall is a time of prepa-
ration and enjoyment of the last 
days of easier living, and a di-
minishing of sunshine. 

It is a time of quietness and a 
special time for those of us who 
need that solidarity for some un-
explained rejuvenation of what 
we call our soul. 

So if you see me out late into 
the days of our fall, walking with 
a little double barrel resting on 
my shoulder behind the dog with 
the merry tail, or cutting back to 
the truck at near dark from a big 
loop with a bow and quiver full 
of arrows, I’m not really hunting.   

But please don’t tell Wendy.  
She already knows that. It’s 
been our little secret.     

$2.2 Million Investment to Help
Wildlife Habitat in Caribou Co.

The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, 
dedicated to bringing conservation 
options to landowners in Southeast 
Idaho, and the Habitat Improvement 
Team, a committee of natural re-
source, land management, and tribal 
trustees, announce the distribution 
of $630,000 for habitat restoration 
projects near the Rasmussen Valley 
Mine.

In 2017, the fertilizer company 
Itafos Conda LLC (formerly Agrium) 
provided $1.2 million to establish the 
Southeast Idaho Wildlife Mitiga-
tion Fund. The goal of the Mitiga-
tion Fund is to offset the Rasmussen 
Valley Mine’s impacts to wildlife by 
funding habitat restoration and con-
servation projects.  

In this first funding cycle, the HIT 
evaluated numerous projects and 
ultimately awarded $630,000 of the 
$1.2 million Mitigation Fund to four 
projects. Additional state, federal, 
and private monies were then com-
bined to put over $2.2 million of hab-
itat restoration work on the ground.

The Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game, Trout Unlimited, and the 
U.S. Forest Service were awarded 
funding for projects to improve 
aquatic habitat and function along 
Tincup Creek and the Blackfoot 
River, and enhance aspen habitat 
quality. These projects benefit game 
and non-game wildlife species, in-
cluding Yellowstone cutthroat trout, 
a variety of native aquatic species, 
sandhill cranes, a variety of wa-
terfowl and migratory songbirds, 
moose, mule deer, and elk. 

“It has been a pleasure to work 
with the HIT and the SSLT through 
this process,” said Jon Goode, Spe-
cial Projects manager at Itafos Con-
da LLC. 

 “This initiative is a terrific exam-
ple of collaboration among industry, 
government and environmental or-
ganizations and we are thrilled to 
seed this fund and watch it grow and 
flourish.”

Matt Lucia, executive director 
of SSLT commented, “The HIT put 

Itafos’ investment to work, funding 
real restoration to improve wildlife 
habitat in the area surrounding the 
Rasmussen Valley Mine. This work 
will increase opportunities for all 
anglers, hunters and others seeking 
wildlife-based recreation in South-
east Idaho.”

For more information about the 
restoration work being done, read 
the SSLT blog found at http://sage-
brushlandtrust.org/blog/.

To learn more about submitting a 
project to the Southeast Idaho Wild-
life Mitigation Fund, visit: http://
seidahomitigationfund.com/.

The Sagebrush Steppe Land 
Trust works to protect and enhance 
natural lands, wildlife habitat, 
and working farms and ranches in 
Southeastern Idaho, now and for fu-
ture generations.  The private, non-
profit organization works with will-
ing landowners in Bannock, Bear 
Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, 
Oneida and Power counties to con-
serve and protect land while keep-
ing it in private ownership. To learn 
more about SSLT, or to become a 
member, visit: http://sagebrushland-
trust.org/.

Letters to the Editor

Freeze Cancels
Pumpkin Patch
Dear Editor,

It is with great disappointment to 
announce that we will not be able 
to hold our 13th Annual Gate City 
Real Estate Pumpkin Patch due to 
the recent freeze that hit our area.

Our local pumpkin grower has 
lost the majority of his crop. We 
have reached out to various other 
resources and distributors from the 
Salt Lake City area all the way to 
Twin Falls, and they are all in the 
same situation.

Lallatin Food Town, one of our 
major sponsors, will be receiving a 
few bins of pumpkins and on Oct. 
26, will be selling them at the store 
for 9 cents per pound.

We know the Food Bank relies 
on the donations promulgated dur-
ing this event so we would encour-
age you to donate generously to the 
Food Bank this fall. We love this 
county event and look forward to 
seeing you all next year.

    Thank you,
    Rikki Wood
    Soda Springs

N.G. Receives Grant
for New Chromebooks

The Idaho Future Fund in the 
Idaho Community Foundation is 
providing $98,000 in grants to edu-
cation projects in east and southeast 
Idaho.

The Idaho Future Fund was es-
tablished at ICF by an anonymous 
couple from Blaine County. Grants 
from the fund are intended to create, 
sustain or reinvigorate impactful 
educational programs throughout 

the state in the areas of preschool 
scholarships, charter schools, public 
schools/public school libraries and 
supplemental educational programs.

Recipients of Idaho Future Fund 
grants in east Idaho include:

North Gem Education Founda-
tion - $5,188 to provide educational 
Chromebooks for the high school 
math department to be used for the 
daily online math program.

USMCA – For Those
Who Feed the World
by Congressman Mike Simpson
Yet again Idaho gave the nation 

a lesson in what it means to “love 
thy neighbor.” Facing freezing tem-
peratures, potato farmers in eastern 
Idaho rushed to complete their har-
vest before mother nature destroyed 
their season’s work. For some this 
was the difference between going 
broke or putting something in the 
bank.

As some were fortunate enough 
to finish, instead of taking a well-
deserved break, selfless farmers 
rushed to their neighbors’ fields to 
try and save their crops. It’s noth-
ing short of heartwarming to see 
the caravan of farm equipment on a 
video posted by Jason Larson with 
the caption, “When your neighbors 
are in trouble, and their crop is go-
ing to get frozen, you lend a hand.” 
Potatoes may be the commodity, but 
in this case, charity is the export. 

In the concrete jungle of D.C., 
harvest for Congress doesn’t always 
seem to be as productive. However, 
this year we have an opportunity to 
do something productive and mean-
ingful for our farmers. It’s time to 
pass the United States–Mexico–
Canada Agreement.

For our grain producers, Canada 

has agreed to grade imports of Unit-
ed States wheat in a manner no less 
favorable than it accords Canadian 
wheat, and to not require a country 
of origin statement on its quality 
grade or inspection certificate. 

For our dairy farmers, as a result 
of USMCA negotiations, Canada 
will eliminate what is known as its 
milk classes 6 and 7.  In addition, 
Canada will apply export charges 
to many of its dairy exports, which 
will allow United States producers 
to expand sales overseas.  As you 
are probably aware, Idaho is the #3 
dairy-producing state in the country 
so increased access for dairy is a 
huge win for our state.

Our potato farmers benefit un-
der USMCA. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, the completion of this trade 
agreement will open the door for a 
much needed and anxiously awaited 
trade deal with Japan that offers in-
credible opportunity for Idaho po-
tato farmers.

The USMCA will open new mar-
kets for Idaho farmers and increase 
U.S. agriculture and food exports by 
more than $2 billion annually.  To 
the men and women who feed the 
world, this trade deal matters, and 
it’s time to lend a hand.

The following listing repre-
sents case files with the status 
recently updated  to “closed” 
or “closed but pending” on the 
public computer at the Caribou 
County Courthouse.
COUNTY AUDITOR
LAND SALES

Caribou Lands LLC conveys 
interest in tract of land to Tin Cup 
Development Corp.

Tin Cup Development Corp. 
conveys interest in tract of land 
to Caribou Hideaway LLC

Shannon Buckley conveys 
interest in tract of land to Curt 
Buckley

Curt Buckley conveys interest 
in tract of land to Shannon Buck-
ley

Deanna L. Hendricks Personal 
Representative, Greta Nichols 
Lundin Estate convey interest 
in tract of land to Ridge Shane 
Thompson

Deanna L. Hendricks, John T. 
Hendricks convey interest in tract 
of land to Ridge Shane Thompson

Deanna Hendricks Personal 
Representative, Greta Nichols 
Lundin Estate convey interest in 
tract of land to Ronald A. Nich-
ols, Connie D. Nichols

Christopher M. Suchan, Megan 
Suchan convey interest in tract of 
land to Ryan Timothy Allison, Al-
ycia Marie Allison

Merlin Bolton Trustee, Di-
xie Bolton Trustee, Jill Waters 
Trustee, Merlin and Dixie Bolton 
Revocable Trust convey interest 
in tract of land to Freddie Martin 
Peck, Debra Elaine Peck
MARRIAGE LICENSE

Travis John Salo and Shannon 
Dawn Moore
MAGISTRATE COURT

Fines include court costs
Daniel Jacob Lloyd, operating 

vehicle when unsafe or improp-
erly equipped, $67 fine

Felicity U. Martin, petit theft, 
10 days jail, 10 days suspended 
jail, 6 months unsupervised pro-
bation, $257.50 fine

Shayden Mark Matthews, fail 
to register annually, $67 fine

Devin M. McKenzie, speed, 
$90 fine

Reese M. Mertens, fail to use 
vehicle safety restraint, $10 fine

Luke E. Munns, operating ve-
hicle without registration or as-
signed license plate, $104 fine

Megan Ann Murphy, driving 
under the influence, 12 months su-
pervised probation, $802.50 fine

Woney J. Peters, unlawful tak-
ing of game animals, birds or fur-
bearers, $190 fine

Cody E. Sadler, under 21 un-
lawful to purchase, consume 
or possess alcoholic beverage, 
$490.50 fine

Brittany Nicole Saldana, 
1) Driving without privileges, 
$307.50 fine, 2) Open container 
of alcohol, 5 days jail time, 3 days 
suspended jail, credited time, 2 
days credited time, $287.50 fine

Charlie Lee Sam Jr., speed, $90 
fine

Amber Michelle Skinner, 
driving under the influence, 12 
months supervised probation, 
$802.50 fine

Vance B. Smith, driving un-
der the influence, 90 days jail, 
80 days suspended jail, 2 days 
credited time, work release, 90 
days drivers license suspension, 
12 months supervised probation, 
$1,102.50 fine

Paul C. Sousa, speed, $93 fine
David L. Southwick, speed, 

$90 fine
Emma Kristine Starkel, speed, 

$155 fine
Ethan B. Tomko, under 21 

unlawful to purchase, consume 
or possess alcoholic beverage, 
$490.50 fine

Nicholas Tyrell Wood, fail to 
register annually, $70 fine

Kathrine Justina Young, speed, 
$155 fine

Jiati Zhou, 1) Failure to yield 
vehicle entering highway, $90 
fine, 2) Speed, $90 fine
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There are two types of people 

who will tell you that you cannot 
make a difference in this world: 
Those who are afraid to try and 
those who are afraid you will suc-
ceed.

Ray Goforth


