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Up for Auction: A Weekend at the Azevedo’s

D ale and Rhoda Azevedo are generously auctioning a weekend at their holiday cabin for 
this year’s Holiday Party & Fundraiser. Here’s what the winners of last year’s bid had to 

say about their experience:

Our Cub River weekend at the Azevedo’s was a wonderful experience. We went the end 
of May and even though the weather was cool and rainy it just added to the experience 
of this beautiful, picturesque slice of Idaho.  The Azevedos are gracious hosts that 
provided excellent accommodations, lovely dinners, and tours through the mountains 
and a magical canoe trip through the Oxford Sloughs.

The Cub River area is extremely beautiful, with wonderful mountains and streams.  The 
spring wildflowers were amazing and the wildlife were ever-present.  We hope to go back 
and spend more time at the Azevedo’s hidden paradise!

Connecting People and Place
Holiday Party & Fundraiser

Join Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust as we build connections and look to the future of 
conservation in Southeast Idaho. We’ll have delicious food, including our famous 

wild game buffet, wine, beer from Jim Dandy Brewing, many silent auction items, and 
the 3rd annual High Stepper Raffle!

300 N Johnson Ave, Pocatello
Thursday, December 5th from 6-9 PM

Photo by Dale Azevedo
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Holiday Party & Fundraiser
December 5th from 6-9 PM
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I n December of 2018, the SSLT Board of Directors accepted 
a gift of land unlike any other conservation property in its 

6,000-acre portfolio. Located in the foothills near Century 
High School, the 166-acre property- called Century Heights- 
is within Pocatello City limits…the first of its kind for SSLT. 
“This property provides extraordinary opportunities for the 
Land Trust,” explains Mark Gamblin, SSLT’s Board President. 
“It is 1 of only 4 properties we own outright, it’s the only 
conservation property we hold within city limits anywhere 
in our 7-county service area, and it’s part of the regionally 
significant Blackrock winter range that supports nearly 2,000 
wintering mule deer. Deer from as far away as Grays Lake 
migrate to Century Heights during the winter. It is a property 
many people recognize because of its high visibility and 
wildlife viewing opportunities.” 

Since acquiring the property, the Land Trust has taken a 
deliberate approach developing the property management 
plan, which emphasizes protection of mule deer winter range. 
The process began with a public open house earlier this year 
that focused on deer migration and population information 
for the Blackrock winter range, fire ecology of the Blackrock 

area, urban mule deer issues, and vehicle-deer collisions along 
South 5th Avenue and the interstate near the gap. “One of 
the main goals in this planning process is to learn as much 
about the property as possible in order to make management 
decisions that best represent our conservation mission,” says 
Matt Lucia, Executive Director. “We are fortunate to have a 
community of support from local, state, and federal agencies, 
Idaho State University, the local chapter of the Idaho Master 
Naturalists, real estate professionals, other conservation 
groups, and many volunteers that are helping the Land Trust 
in this effort.”

We’d like to hear from you. To learn more about mule deer 
migration and how Century Heights connects to the bigger 
landscape through migration, please join us at our Holiday 
event on December 5th or stop by the office to learn how 
you can get involved with land conservation and volunteer 
projects. 
Left: Death Camas. Right Top: Volunteers join SSLT staff to remove 
almost a ton of trash from Century Heights in the spring of 2019. 
Right Bottom: Century Heights provides winter range habitat for mule 
deer.

Century Heights – 
A Property Unlike Any Other For SSLT
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5Land Trust Neighbors:  
Living in a Wildlife Paradise

BY TOM AND EILEEN JACKSON 

We think we live in a wildlife paradise.  When we 
first moved to Pocatello, we thought we would be 

surrounded by asphalt roads, street lighting, and a huge housing 
development.  However, our home sits on a hillside currently 
surrounded by the open land of the Sagebrush Steppe Land 
Trust’s Century Heights property.  We are indeed fortunate to 
have such wonderful neighbors as stewards of this exceptional 
property.

After an early snow storm the first winter we lived here, we 
looked out our window to see a mule deer walk by.  She was 
followed by another, then another, and another, until they were 
too numerous to count.  Little did we know that we lived on a 
major mule deer wintering range and that hundreds of mule deer 
would be visiting us every winter and staying in the area.  What a 
surprise and thrill for two people who had not even seen a mule 
deer before moving to Idaho!

In the years since, we’ve come to know and appreciate the 
animals that share our hillside.  We see orioles, hummingbirds, 
red-tailed hawks, chukars, an occasional bald eagle, and dozens 
of smaller birds.  We keep boxes for kestrels and watched five 
babies fledge this year.  We see, and especially hear, coyotes 
frequently.  Eileen has befriended squirrels and snakes, albeit 
from a distance!  But, the mule deer are particularly special 
for us.  We eagerly await their arrival each winter and enjoy 
watching their behavior - we’ve seen them stand on their hind 

legs and paw at each other, seen them take care of their young 
ones, and seen the bucks head butt with their short spikes.  It is 
truly enjoyable to get up in the morning, look outside, and be 
surprised by the variety and number of animals living on this 
land.  

It is a wonderful feeling to know that our neighbors, the 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, will protect and develop this 
special land for mule deer and for all wildlife.  We sincerely 
appreciate their efforts to enhance the environment for all 
animals, and for helping us live in a wildlife paradise.
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Landscape-Scale Conservation along Mink Creek

5 Mink Creek Canyon

BY KELLY CONDE
Conservation Manager, Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust

In a pocket of our service area, northeast of Preston, in Franklin 
County is a small creek on which large-scale conservation is 

taking place. 

Mink Creek is a tributary to the Bear River and contributes to 
the lifeblood of the Bear River watershed. From this perspective 
alone, it plays an important role in the vitality of a unique 
watershed which is entirely enclosed by mountains and whose 
river drains into the Great Salt Lake. 

Zoom in closer and you’ll find that the Mink Creek watershed in 
and of itself is special. Drive along the scenic highway that runs 
through it and see idyllic farms and ranches among rolling hills 
covered in yellow wildflowers, red mountain maples, or herds of 
mule deer, depending on the season. 

At the heart of this landscape is Mink Creek itself. Water 
from the creek keeps the surrounding farm fields green and 
the livestock hydrated. Its banks provide a home for Northern 
leopard frogs and Sandhill cranes. Within the creek runs the 
Bonneville cutthroat trout – a unique species found only in parts 
of the Great Basin.*

It is this particular fish that brought SSLT and funders to the 
watershed. 

15 years ago, as part of their relicensing agreement, PacifiCorp 
agreed to fund restoration, enhancement, and protection of
Bonneville cutthroat trout habitat and water quality. As part 
of the agreement, folks from various natural resource agencies 
and non-profit organizations formed a committee, called the 

Bear River Environmental Coordination Committee (ECC), to 
allocate those funds.  

For the past 15 years, SSLT has partnered with the ECC to turn 
those mitigation funds into meaningful conservation. 
Our collaborative work along Mink Creek started in 2007 when 
one landowner took the step to protect his 600-acre property 
forever with a conservation easement. Since then, 5 others, all 
dedicated stewards of their respective lands, have worked with 
the land trust resulting in over 2,000 acres of protected ground. 
In addition, we hope to close two more land conservation 
projects, amounting in another 478 acres by the end of the year.

A stewardship volunteer monitors a conservation property 
overlooking Mink Creek Canyon.



Highway 36 runs through the heart of the Mink 
Creek watershed and provides a scenic view of 
the land we are working hard to protect. Starting 
in Preston, Idaho head northeast on Highway 36 
toward the Bear River. Once just over the Bear River 
bridge, turn east on what is still Highway 36. This 
highway follows the Bear River for a short time and 
then continues northeast along Mink Creek. Within 
this landscape is a mosaic of conserved land. To 
make a day of it, continue up Highway 36, through 
Strawberry Canyon to the summit. Fall foliage 
should be spectacular if you time your trip right. 
Just past the summit is a quiet campground, called 
Emigration Campground where one can stop for a 
picnic or, in the winter, a cross-country ski. Shortly 
after this stop, the Highway breaks through the forest 
revealing the foothills surrounding Bear Lake. 

See Mink Creek’s 
Scenic Side

With every additional willing landowner and every new 
conservation easement, the gaps from one protected property 
along Mink Creek to the next narrow.

Because of conservation-minded landowners, SSLT has the 
opportunity to conserve land on a landscape scale. Because of 
the partnership with the ECC, we have the funds to do so. And 
because of the incredible support from our donors, we have the 
staff capacity to be present through each project from the first 
conversation to the day of closing. 

We’re not done yet. 

The PacifiCorp relicensing agreement ends in 15 years. Which 
means we have 15 years to fill in all the gaps and create an entire 
corridor of protected ground.   

With the continued interest of the landowners, partnership with 
the ECC and dedicated support from our donors, we believe that 
we can get there. 

*In our spring newsletter, we incorrectly stated that native Bonneville 
cutthroat trout are distributed only in the Bear River Watershed. They 
are found throughout much of the Great Basin including western Utah 
and portions of eastern Nevada. We regret the error.

6

Woods rose along Mink Creek



BY LOUIS WASNIEWSKI
Forest Hydrologist, Caribou-Targhee National Forest 

and the Curlew National Grassland

Partnerships and collaboration make ambitious solutions 
to complex ecological challenges possible, benefitting 

the landscape and all who use it. This is the primary goal of 
the Southeast Idaho Curlew Area Restoration, surrounding 
the 47,700-acre Curlew National Grassland (managed as a 
portion of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest.) Situated 
in the northern end of the Great Basin with a semi-arid 
climate, the Curlew National Grassland has few waterways. 
These riparian areas may be minimal, but they are of extreme 
importance to private land owners for cattle and agricultural 
use, recreationists, and the wildlife found in the area, including 
monarch butterflies, migratory birds, Greater sage-grouse, and 
a host of big game species. 
The Curlew Area Restoration consists of a wide range of 
projects focused on creating win-win results for both private 
and public land management. Projects are aimed at improving 
watershed conditions, agricultural and grazing practices, sage-
grouse and other wildlife habitat, monarch butterflies and 
pollinator habitat, water quality and quantity, and stream and 
riparian conditions.   
One of those projects is the Rock Creek stream restoration 
project. Rock Creek is one of few perennial streams and one 
of very few riparian corridors found on the Curlew National 
Grassland. Unfortunately, historical land use has straightened 
and down-cut the steam by 2 to 15 feet, lowering groundwater 
elevation, disconnecting the channel from its floodplain, 
causing excessive bed and bank erosion, and reducing the 
amount of riparian and wildlife habitat.

The Rock Creek stream restoration project incorporates natural 
restoration techniques designed to elevate and re-meander 
3 miles of the stream, ultimately doubling the amount of 
riparian and wildlife habitat in this area. Reestablishing a stable 
channel configuration and floodplain connectivity would 
further restore riparian and wildlife habitat, increase water 
quality, and help with noxious weed control. 

The partnership completed about a third of its planned stream 
restoration between 2017 and 2018, expanding riparian 
acreage from 1.2 acres to about 4 acres. As the Rock Creek 
restoration project continues, these early measures of success 
demonstrate the potential for collaborative projects to change 
the course of a landscape and heal it for all to benefit.

Rock Creek Restoration, Part of the Curlew Area Restoration7

BEFORE: This stretch of Rock Creek is straightened and down-cut, leading to increased erosion and reduced riparian habitat. 
AFTER: The streambed has been elevated by 3 feet and re-meandered, reconnecting the channel to its floodplain and creating conditions 
suitable for riparian habitat restoration.

BEFORE

AFTER

Louis Wasniewski has been with the U.S. 
Forest Service for over 25 years and has 
served as the Watershed Program Man-
ager on the Caribou Targhee National 
Forest for 13 of those years. Louis has a 
special interest in making a difference on 
the ground and has incorporated a strong 
partnership component into his work by 
collaborating with other federal, state 
agencies and NGOs, including 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust.

Photo by Kris Millgate

Photo by Louis Wasniewski, USFS

Photo by Louis Wasniewski, USFS

Photo by Louis Wasniewski, USFS



This summer, the SSLT 
stewardship program got a little 

help from Idaho State University. 
Through a wonderful partnership 
with ISU’s Career Path Internship, 
SSLT selected Sasha Black to assist 
with our stewardship program.

Sasha’s role with the land trust was to 
assist in monitoring all of the proper-
ties on which we hold a conservation 
easement or own outright.  With each conservation easement we 
sign, we commit to ensuring that the terms of the agreement are 
upheld in perpetuity. We do this by annually monitoring every ease-
ment property. As SSLT closes more and more conservation ease-
ments, our responsibility as the holder of the easements grows. 

SSLT is fortunate enough to have a group of dedicated volunteers 
who assist with monitoring. This summer the program was further 
bolstered by Sasha’s presence. 

Sasha stepped in at the perfect time to assist in making sure that the 
land trust is upholding our end of the bargain. With her help, the 
summer of monitoring ran smoothly. Thank you very much to ISU 
and, most especially, Sasha Black for the incredible support.
Below: SSLT’s stewardship team, including Sasha Black, monitors one of our 
conservation properties.

Partnering with Idaho State University: 
Career Path Internship

Restoration 
at Kackley Springs

Russian olive, as the name implies, is not native to 
Idaho. It was first planted here as part of an effort 

to rapidly increase riparian habitat and prevent erosion, 
but unfortunately this aggressive plant did a little too 
well. Now, Russian olive is considered an invasive 
species, and has outcompeted native vegetation on 
Kackley Springs. Kackley Springs, a tributary of the 
Bear River with Bonneville cutthroat trout spawning 
habitat, is one of the few conservation properties SSLT
owns.

This year, the Idaho Department of Environmental
Quality, PacifiCorp, the Bear River Environmental 
Coordination Committee, and SSLT combined 
efforts to remove this invasive species. The removal 
makes room for the next phase of this restoration 
effort: planting willow, dogwood, golden current, and 
hawthorn. It also opens up space for anglers to access 
the water again!

BEFORE: Russian olives (silvery green trees) outcompete na-
tive vegetation. AFTER: Russian olives are cleared from the 
streambank, making room for a major riparian restoration 
effort.

BEFORE

AFTER
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In 2017, Itafos Conda Phosphate Operations (then owned by 
Agrium) contributed $1.2 million to Sagebrush Steppe Land 

Trust (SSLT) to establish the Habitat Mitigation Fund. The 
Habitat Mitigation Fund’s purpose is to offset expected impacts 
to wildlife and wildlife habitat that could result from Rasmussen 
Valley mining operations. SSLT administers the Habitat 
Mitigation Fund to implement wildlife habitat protection, pres-
ervation and improvement projects in Caribou County, Idaho.
The Habitat Improvement Team (HIT), an independent group 
of seasoned professionals from the Bureau of Land Management, 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, the U.S. Forest 
Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Shoshone-Ban-
nock Tribes, the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, 
and the Idaho Department of Lands, was established to evaluate 
and approve the projects. This initiative is a great example of 
collaboration among industry, government and environmental 
organizations.”
           -Jon Goode, Special Projects Manager, Itafos Conda LLC

This year, the HIT put Itafos’ investment to work, providing 
$630,000 in funding that has been leveraged into $2.2 million 
in habitat restoration work. Projects from Trout Unlimited, 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) and the 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) will improve wildlife habitat in this 
spectacular part of Southeast Idaho. Yellowstone cutthroat trout, 
sandhill cranes, a variety of waterfowl and migratory songbirds, 
moose, deer, elk, and many other wildlife species will benefit 
from these projects, creating even more opportunities for all
anglers, hunters, birdwatchers, and others seeking wildlife-based 
recreation in Southeast Idaho.

“The Idaho Department of Fish and Game will use HIT-awarded 
funds on their Blackfoot River Watershed Restoration Project, 
to restore the first six miles of the Blackfoot River located on 
the Blackfoot River Wildlife Management Area northeast of 
Soda Springs. This project will increase river bank stability and 
in-stream complexity to improve Yellowstone cutthroat trout 
survival; reduce reed canary grass invasion and restore native wet 
meadow and riparian habitats; and remove encroaching conifers 
from 150 acres of aspen habitat.”
                     -Anna Owsiak, Regional Habitat Manager, IDFG

Industry, Government, and Conservation Organizations 
Come Together for Habitat Restoration

“

Below Left: IDFG’s HIT-awarded project will restore native meadow and riparian vegetation and improve aspen habitat in the Blackfoot River 
Wildlife Management Area. Below Right: Habitat restoration projects will benefit many species of wildlife,including moose and other big game.

9 Photo courtesy of the Habitat Improvement Team

Photo courtesy of IDFG



A Tax-Smart Way to Help Conserve Land 
in Southeastern Idaho

If you’re over 70.5 years old and love the Land Trust, you 
may want to consider donating directly from your individual 

retirement account (IRA).  

One of our members told us recently:  “My accountant told me 
I could have saved hundreds of dollars on my taxes last year if 
I’d given directly from my retirement account.  That’s what I 
want to do this year!”

Here’s how it works.  The IRS requires people to begin 
withdrawing from their IRAs at the age of 70.5.  The 
government sets a minimum on the amount to be withdrawn: 
the required minimum distribution.  

These required withdrawals increase your adjusted gross income 
and taxes.  If you don’t need your distribution this year, you can 
give up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to the Sagebrush 
Steppe Land Trust, or to a mix of your favorite charities.

To qualify, the distribution must go directly to the non-profit 
from your IRA by your IRA account administrator.  If you 

withdraw the funds yourself and then donate to charity, you 
won’t qualify for this benefit.  

Benefits to you:

 • You may pay no income taxes on the gift.  You may  
  benefit even if you do not itemize deductions.

 • Your gift will go to work immediately conserving and  
  restoring land in Southeast Idaho.

 • Your gift may satisfy your required minimum distribution  
  for the year.

Intrigued?  Check with your tax advisor to see if this way of 
giving works for you, then call or email Babette at Sagebrush 
Steppe Land Trust for more details, 
babette@sagebrushlandtrust.org, 208.390.9258.

Note: The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is not qualified to 
give tax advice.

Photo by Daryl Hunter

Conservation Goals for 2020

Landscape-Scale 
Conservation

SSLT will continue to work with the 
Bear River Environmental Coordination 
Committee, the Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, the Bureau of 
Land Management, and other partners 
to protect more acres and build 
landscape-scale conservation across our 
service area.

Continue Kackley 
Restoration Work

This fall, SSLT will work with a team 
of volunteers to plant golden current, 
elderberry, dogwood, and other native 
riparian plants along Kackley Springs. 
Our goal is to restore area that had been 
blanketed by Russian olives (see page 8).

Curlew 
National Grassland

Our partnership with the U.S. Forest 
Service continues through 2020 with 
the Curlew Area Restoration Project 
(see page 7). We’ll also have volunteer 
opportunities for those looking to get 
involved in this exciting effort!
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Sagebrush Steppe  Land Trust is a private, nonprofit  501(c)(3) 
charitable  organization incorporated in 2004, and a “qualified  
organization” within the meaning of section 170(h)(3) of the 
IRS Code. 

Our mission is to protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife 
habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho, 
now and for future generations. 
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501.

Community Celebration: 
SSLT’s 2019 Conservation BBQ

Over 80 members of the community turned 
out in support of conservation in Southeast 

Idaho at this year’s Bill Davidson Conservation 
Memorial BBQ! Chad Jensen played his soft 
bluegrass while people perused maps of conserved 
lands and sipped Jim Dandy beer. Zoo Idaho’s 
tortoise, rabbit, and red-tailed hawk rounded out 
the crowd, and in the evening we feasted on spare 
ribs cooked up by Tom Sharp and baked beans, 
coleslaw, and cornbread with honey butter by the 
Sand Trap. SSLT was honored to recognize Mark 
Stenberg with our Conservation Partner of the 
Year Award and Mike Larkin with our Volunteer 
of the Year award. Thank you to each and every 
one of you who attended – your support means 
the world to us and makes our work possible!

Honorable Mention
Congratulations to SSLT board member John Sigler and co-

author Don Zaroban, whose work Fishes of Idaho: A Natural 
History Survey was recognized with an Honorable Mention by the 
Idaho Library Association’s 2018 Book of the Year Award!

Educated by Tara Westover also received an Honorable Mention 
and Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens won the 2018 
Book of the Year Award.

Photo by John Sigler


