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EVENT CALENDAR

Join us and connect with nature! Save these dates and check our
website, www.sagebrushlandtrust.org, for times and locations as each draws closer.
Raise a beer for conservation April 17th
at Jim Dandy Brewing in Pocatello! Jim
Dandy is hosting a pint night to benefit
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust. Have a beer
and hear the latest on the Century Heights
property, our newest conservation project in
Pocatello.”Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust will
receive 10% of the sales for conservation in
southeastern Idaho.
Help us make it easier for mule deer to get
around in the winter. Join us May 18th on
our new Century Heights property in Pocatello.
We’ll remove old fences, take a quick tour of this
beautiful property and enjoy a picnic under the
junipers. This property is critical to the survival
of mule deer in winter, and we appreciate your
help making it even better. Admission and
lunch free.
Help us celebrate conservation heroes! We’ll
honor Bill’s lifetime of conservation service by
awarding the Bill Davidson Conservation Award
to a local conservation hero – a dedicated, longterm volunteer of southeastern Idaho’s wildlife,
waterways and landscape. We’ll also honor a
dedicated conservation employee partner. Join
us the evening of July 11th for a catered BBQ
with all the trimmings, music, and news about
local conservation. Admission $15.
Hike from the Bear River all the way up to
the bluffs during some of the most beautiful fall
scenery in Idaho. Be prepared for a steep climb
and descent on this 6-mile loop – but the views
will make it all worthwhile. Join us September
21st, and bring your lunch and lots of water. If
you want to make this a weekend adventure,
snag one of the 12 campsites at the Oneida
Narrows campground. Admission is free.
Save the date! Celebrate a year’s worth of
conservation with us Thursday, December
5th at our fabulous Holiday Party! You’ll
find more details in our Fall newsletter. We
can promise you now good company, excellent
libations and great food.
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Service to the LandArtist Tim Norton

T

im Norton has been painting the southeast Idaho
landscape for most of his life and has yet to grow bored
of it. He is still quick to describe the way the area inspires
his brushstrokes through the changing textures of the hills,
the dark shapes of the junipers and the unabashed way the
landscape presents itself.
“Painting southeast Idaho is unique because the bones of the
landscape aren’t hidden by trees,” Norton says.
Norton first became interested in painting in his 9th grade art
class. It took the guidance of his art teacher to get him hooked
on painting. It took stepping out his backdoor and into the
sagebrush and juniper to keep him hooked.
“Nature inspires my art most of all. I’ve always done
landscapes and animals,” Norton says.
As an outdoor enthusiast, well-versed in Plein Air painting,
Norton prefers to paint outdoors. But when the weather turns
too frigid, he retires to his art studio -- a neat space off of
his house compiled of stacks of books and rows of CDs and
paintings in different stages of completion.
From here, Norton paints on large canvas from a small
wooden stool.
“This is a view from the Old Tom Mountain property,”
Norton says, pointing to the half-complete painting propped
up on an easel in front of his stool. The property in the
painting is one on which the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
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holds a conservation easement. The painting is the result of a
partnership wrought from Norton’s love for nature.
Every year, Norton generously spends hours painting the
details of a property protected by a conservation easement held
by SSLT. The beautiful product of these efforts is used to raise
money at the annual “Gifts from the Land” fundraiser.
In the past two years, Norton helped raise over $3000 from
his art. This money goes directly towards protecting and
enhancing the area Norton so reverently paints.
“I support the land trust because I think it is important to
support more habitats for animals and native species. And to
support farmers and good farming practices,” Norton says.
The paintings that Norton donates to the fundraiser do more
than raise money. They show a room full of people some of the
spectacular places right out our backdoor. They remind people
just how incredible this area is. And they inspire people to
make their own generous gift to the land trust.
Supporting the land trust is just one way that Norton gives
back to the landscape he has spent so many years painting.
He is also on the board of the Portneuf Resource Council and
Watershed Guardians.
Through all of these actions, Tim Norton shows just how
much one person can do. The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is
grateful to have such a powerful and inspiring member of the
Pocatello community as a partner.
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Century Heights Property and the
Blackrock Winter Range
Once land is approved for development, it’s almost impossible to
change back to conservation.
Almost, but not completely impossible. It takes three things to
erase subdivision lots:
•
A willing landowner
•
A strong local land trust with conservation partners
•
The financial support of people in the community who
care about conservation
These three things came together late last year to change the
future of the Century Heights property near Century High
School.
On December 26th, 2018, the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s
(SSLT) Board of Directors accepted a gift of land within the city
limits of Pocatello that was once slated to be part of a 950-unit
high density subdivision. Now, thanks to the generous donation
of an anonymous landowner, this 166-acre property is protected
in perpetuity and will be managed as undeveloped open space
for the benefit of the local community and wildlife.
Previously planned development in mule deer winter range on
Century Heights property that will no longer occur.

Would You Like to Help Sagebrush
Steppe Take Care of This Property?
Here are some ideas:
• Check out our Calendar in this issue and join us
on Pint Night to hear more about the
property, or help us remove old fences in May.
• Follow us on Facebook for information on our
Board’s work sessions about the property.
• Consider a gift earmarked for the management
plan and stewardship work on this
property.

The property lies in the foothills near Century High School,
next to public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The property contains valuable shrub-steppe habitat with sagebrush covered slopes and scattered juniper stands
mixed throughout.
The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust owes a big debt of gratitude to
our members and partners whose financial support helped erase
hundreds of lots and many roads on this property. Funding from
the former South East Idaho Mule Deer Foundation (SEIMDF)
covered all the out-of-pocket costs for due diligence and the
National Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation assisted with
the closing costs to complete the project. Habitat information
and mule deer data was provided by Idaho Department of Fish
and Game.
“This property provides critical winter range habitat for mule
deer as part of the larger Blackrock winter range. Mule deer,
from as close as Pocatello to as far away as Grays Lake winter

Our Newest Property

on this property every year, and in severe winters like the one
of 2016-2017, this winter range was absolutely critical to their
survival,” said Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG)
Regional Habitat Manager, Anna Owsiak.

“Mule deer come to the Blackrock area because of the important winter range it provides. Deer migrate to this winter range
for the shallower snow depths, warmer temperatures and more
accessible food found here. During mild winters, deer tend
to stay higher up on the slopes and occasionally venture down
onto the flats. In heavier snow years, like the year of 20162017, and even this year with later snows adding up, the deer
will regularly come down to the flats to feed.” Zach Lockyer –
Regional Wildlife Manager, IDFG.
This project presents a tremendous opportunity for the Land
Trust to work with the community, IDFG, Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and other non-government groups to
accomplish mutual habitat conservation goals. The SSLT Board
of Directors are hosting several work sessions to gather information as they consider how to best manage the property as a
winter range buffer between public lands managed by the BLM
and residential/commercial development associated with South
5th Avenue.
While SSLT has a long planning process ahead to determine
how best to manage the property, one thing is now certain: it
will forever remain protected habitat and a swath of scenic open
space for all of Pocatello to enjoy.
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Blackrock Winter

rive down south 5th Avenue in Pocatello during late
winter and you will be treated to a sight of hundreds of
mule deer feeding on the flats and lower slopes across from
Century High School, in the area known as Century Heights.
It is not unusual to see vehicles pulled over and cameras and
binoculars pointed out windows as people take advantage of
the incredible wildlife viewing opportunity this time of year.

to lose their snow as temperatures warm up, revealing the first
shoots of very early spring green up.
Just because we see hundreds of mule deer feeding here doesn’t
mean all is well; there are challenges facing this winter range and
specifically the Century Heights area. A drive from Century
Heights to Inkom shows areas burned by wildfire. While some
fire is beneficial for setting succession back to increase forage
plants and plant nutrition, repeated fire can turn what was once
high quality habitat into poor quality in a short time. Wildfire,
including human caused fire, has been frequent at Century
Heights, resulting in the almost complete loss of shrubs and
junipers in some locations and domination by annual grasses and
weeds in many others.

The deer are here because this area is a part of the larger
Blackrock winter range. Deer have been migrating to this
winter range for generations, coming from as far away as
Gray’s Lake (Figure 1) for the lower snow depths, warmer
temperatures and more easily accessible food found here.
During mild winters, deer usually remain higher up on the
slopes and occasionally venture down onto the flats. In heavier
The conversion to invasive and weedy plants makes it much
snow years, like the year of 2016-2017, and even this year with
harder for mule deer to find enough quality food for survival.
later snows adding up, the deer will regularly come down to
Deer are now primarily feeding on winter annual grass greenthe flats to feed.
up, which is not as nutritious as bitterbrush and other browse
would be. Although deer are using the remaining junipers for
Ideal mule deer winter habitat will have a mix of native
grasses, forbs and shrubs for food, and groves of juniper, rocky shelter, they are also moving in amongst houses which can create
mountain maple and aspen for shelter. Much of the Blackrock conflicts with the area’s homeowners. For the long term, this
area will likely continue to burn, further reducing habitat quality
winter range contains areas of quality habitat to support the
and increasing the potential for wildlife conflicts with homes and
estimated two thousand wintering mule deer found there
each year. Stands of bitterbrush and sagebrush provide winter other developments.
forage, and the clusters of maples and junipers offer protection
There are also opportunities for improving and protecting
from winter winds and harsh weather. Snow levels on south
habitat on Century Heights. Most important is to protect
facing slopes are often less deep, and these slopes are the first

Fig. 1- Location and migration routes for two adult mule deer females
that were collared on the Blackrock Winter Range in December 2017.
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remaining quality habitat and prevent further declines.
Incorporating fire resistance and resilience into the landscape
to help manage and recover from future fire will be important.
Things like firebreaks, annual grass and weed control, and
habitat enhancements will all help protect and improve the
winter range. It is important, however, to recognize that in
areas where the habitat is already dominated by cheatgrass
and weeds, it will be difficult to convert that vegetation into
something better, and doing so will require a great deal of time,
patience and many dollars per acre.
It will also be important to manage how people use the area
when wintering deer are present. Every time a deer has to move
away from people, pets and motor vehicles, it burns more
of its critical fat reserves. Burn too much fat too fast and a
deer’s survival can be in jeopardy. Minimizing the amount of
disturbance on winter range is key to helping deer maintain
their energy reserves.
Century Heights is also an area where, if future development
is done strategically, it can help prevent human/deer conflicts

Fig.2-GPS locations of collared adult female mule deer within the
Blackrock Winter Range depicting use of the Sagebrush Steppe Land
Trust newest property.

that are very common on the west side of Pocatello. If enough
quality habitat can be maintained to keep deer from moving
into urban and suburban areas, if development is designed
to create few areas appealing to mule deer, and if human
disturbance during winter can be managed to keep deer on
their winter range, the better it will be for both deer and
people.
The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s newest property (Figure 2)
on Century Heights is strategic in that it can serve as a buffer
between public and private lands to help keep mule deer where
they should be in the winter. There is work that will need to
be done to increase the quality of its existing habitat, including
weed control and removal of old fences, but it will be exciting to
watch how the property improves and is used by deer in coming
years. Because this property connects to both public and other
private lands, both the property and the Sagebush Steppe Land
Trust can also serve as bridge builders to partnerships that
further secure and improve the Blackrock winter range and
support its wintering mule deer herd.
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Board Spotlight:
Jennifer Cornell

From the President

Christmas season at our house in 2018
was awesome: snow on the ground, clear
roads when we had to travel and all of the
kids and grandkids with us for the holiday.
Could not have been any better. The adult
kids tackled their grandmother’s divinity
recipe and on the third try produced a
near-perfect batch.
After the family left, the 2018 Christmas
season just kept giving. On December
26, 2018, I signed paperwork concluding
several months of intensive staff effort
to accept the 166-acre Century Heights
property as a gift to the Trust.
We have long hoped for a marquee project
– close to town, with critical habitat and
large enough to make a real difference to
wildlife. Century Heights is that marquee
project. The property is not only close to
Pocatello, it is actually inside the Pocatello
city limits on the south east corner of town,
across South 5th Avenue from Century
High School. Conversion of this property
to conservation eliminated some 350-400
homes that would have been built in this
area and preserves critical winter range for
mule deer.
Over the next year, Sagebrush Steppe staff
and Board, as well as other stakeholders,
and partners, will develop a management
plan for this acreage and parameters for
a subsequent conservation easement.
We look forward to listening to the
community’s ideas, concerns, and vision for
this property.
We look forward to sharing more good
news with you soon as we advance other
important conservation projects. Each of
these projects will be advanced as financial
assets become available and staff, volunteer
and Board time moves them along.
March will bring additional changes to the
Sagebrush Steppe board structure as the
Board selects officers for the coming year.
While the people and the personalities
may change, SSLT will continue to be
an advocate for wise land management
approaches in Southeast Idaho and work to
complete more conservation with willing
landowners.
I encourage you to become involved
with Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust and
join the effort to preserve valuable farm
and ranch lands in southeastern Idaho.
Take a look at our website, http://www.
sagebrushlandtrust.org or follow us on
Facebook. Either interface will keep you
up to date on our calendar of events for
2019.

John
Sigler,
John
Sigler,
Board
President
President

J

ennifer brings expertise and passion
for stream ecology to our work in
southeastern Idaho. On the job, she
works for the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality as a surface water
analyst monitoring the waters of Idaho in
order to improve water quality.
Jenny’s interest in ecology and water
quality doesn’t end there, though. As
a volunteer and board member for
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, she helps
monitor our Kackley Preserve and
our ongoing efforts to restore a spring
creek there for the benefit of Bonneville
Cutthroat Trout. She serves on the land
trust’s Fundraising Team, and is keen to
help raise money to conserve more land.
She also lent her expertise to the Portneuf
River Vision Study to help inform policy
makers about key contributors to poor
water quality in the river and sciencebased options for improving water quality.

They soon discovered that Pocatello
was a great place for families with all
the wonderful open spaces and outdoor
activities nearby.
“I joined Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
because I loved the open space and
beauty around Pocatello and the Portneuf
River. I wanted to give back to a group
that worked with landowners to steward,
restore and conserve these beautiful
places.”
Jennifer has a bachelor’s degree in
Landscape Architecture from the State
University of New York College of
Environmental Science and Forestry
(SUNY ESF) and a Master’s degree
in Stream Ecology from Idaho State
University (ISU).

Jennifer came to Pocatello in 2006 with
her husband Joe who had taken a position
at Idaho State University. Moving across
country from Syracuse, NY, with their
two small children was a great adventure.

Nominations for the 4th Annual
Bill Davidson Conservation Award

S

agebrush Steppe Land Trust and the
Davidson-Hulet family are accepting
nominations for the 2019 Bill Davidson
Conservation Award. The recipient will be
honored at our summer picnic July 11th at
the Mink Creek Campground Pavilion.
We’re looking for people who love
southeastern Idaho so much that they
spend a considerable portion of their free
time preserving and restoring the beauty,
habitat and wildlife of this treasured
landscape. Do you know someone who
really steps up and dedicates their time and
effort to protecting open space and wildlife
in our area? If so, please give us a call or
send us an email and tell us about them:
208.241.4662 (ask for James, Matt or
Kelly) or james@sagebrushlandtrust.org.

This award honors Bill Davidson, who
spent many, many volunteer hours
researching land trusts, drumming up
local support and working with a small,
dedicated group to launch the Sagebrush
Steppe Land Trust in 2004. He served
faithfully and effectively on the board until
he passed away in 2016, helping the land
trust conserve thousands of acres of land in
southeastern Idaho.
Past recipients include: Bud Smalley,
founder of the Portneuf River Partnership
and a wonderful community conservation
collaborator; Chris Banks, educator and
rancher from Chesterfield Valley; and
Sandra Thorne-Brown, a tireless steward of
urban forests and riparian restoration.

Do You Have What It Takes to
Join Our Volunteer Field Crew?

V

olunteering for the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust can take on many forms. We
rely on the amazing efforts of our volunteers for everything from planting trees
and shrubs on restoration projects to bartending at fundraising events. However,
for those who are looking to contribute more than a day or two to the organization,
becoming a part of our stewardship volunteer team is a great way to become an
integral part of the SSLT family.
As exciting as closing a conservation easement on a new property is, the properties we protect remain an important part of our work plan long after the ink on the
conservation easement dries. With every property that we protect with a conservation
easement, we take on the responsibility of ensuring that the terms of the easement
are upheld forever. This takes a dedicated stewardship team that spends their summer
walking the hills, forests, creeks, and fields of every single property.
The majority of this team is comprised of volunteers from the community.
Becoming part of the volunteer stewardship team is a commitment. It means committing to spending at least several days of the summer helping SSLT uphold its mission
to protect and enhance the natural lands, wildlife habitat, and working farms and
ranches of the area by monitoring our protected properties.
It also means volunteers get to walk corners of southeast Idaho that they normally
would not be able to walk. It means working with and learning from other natural
resource experts about the flora and fauna of the properties. It means, at the end of
a season, walking away with a much more comprehensive view of the landscape in
which we all live and love.
Being a member of the stewardship team instantly makes volunteers a part of the
Pocatello conservation community and the SSLT family. If this is something you
are interested in, please contact Conservation Manager Kelly Conde in April at
208.241.4662 to learn more about becoming a stewardship volunteer.
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From
Executive Director
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The past few months have been very
exciting for Sagebrush Steppe Land
Trust. Our Conservation Manager,
Kelly Conde and her partner Jeff Palka,
welcomed their daughter Charlotte
to the world, we added an intern,
Sophie Nosworthy, and a volunteer,
Ashley Sondag, to our team to help
us out this spring, we completed
our annual planning and budgeting,
we incorporated a new property
monitoring database to our work,
implemented a new financial dashboard
tool, completed Phase II of the
restoration efforts on Rock Creek in the
Curlew National Grassland with our
partners, and permanently protected a
166-acre property on the outskirts of
Pocatello, called Century Heights.
We are equally excited for the next 6
months, as we:
• Begin developing the management
plan for Century Heights and seek
public input during that process;
• Forge new partnerships and seek
new grant opportunities to provide
more conservation options for
landowners;
• Experiment with new ways to
increase landscape awareness and
public engagement by using more
drone footage and short videos to
highlight conservation successes in
Southeast Idaho; and
• Continue working with landowners and partners to advance
conservation easements on 5 farms
and ranches that represent a broad
cross-section of working lands and
wildlife habitat in our service area.
Field season begins in a few weeks
as we begin scheduling our annual
monitoring visits for all 32 of our
conservation properties and plan
volunteer days for restoration work (tree
and shrub planting) on Kackley Springs
and old fence/junk removal at Century
Heights. If you have an interest in
helping us with property monitoring
or volunteer opportunities for property
management, please contact us for
details.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars and
join us for the events we have scheduled
throughout the year. Thank you for
all your support. We look forward to
seeing you soon!

Matt Lucia,
Executive Director
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Conservation Goals

If you’re a member of the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, you helped make 2018 a great year for local conservation!
Here’s what’s in the works for 2019/20.

Portneuf River and Snake River Watersheds
We have this wonderful new Century Heights property
– it’s time to roll up our sleeves and polish this jewel. This
year, we’ll develop a plan to help us manage the property for the good of the community and mule deer. The
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust Board of Directors will host
a series of work sessions over the next several months to
gather information that will be used to develop the Century Heights management plan. Follow us on Facebook to
learn more about upcoming meeting times and locations.
We are also hosting a volunteer day to remove old, useless
fences and trash in Century Heights in May (see our Event
Calendar – your help is welcome!).
We’re also working with another local family to conserve a
key link in a big game migration corridor near Pocatello.
In the past three years, our members have stepped up their
financial support for conservation in these two watersheds. Thanks to you, we’ve been able to work with three
local landowners to conserve over 1100 acres and provide
public, hike-in access to over ¾ mile of the Portneuf River
below Chesterfield Dam.

Curlew National Grassland
Our partnership with the U. S. Forest Service and local
community continues to restore Deep Creek and Rock
Creek in Idaho’s only National Grassland. Local filmmaker Kris Milgate and Tight Line Media capture this
project in six short videos to be released every three weeks
over spring and summer. Each short film tells the story of
a different aspect of the Curlew and the restoration work.
Follow our Facebook page and catch the releases in real
time:
March 18: History
April 8: Farming
April 29: Ranching

May 20: Wildlife
June 10: Restoration
July 1: Collaboration

The Curlew National Grassland is an important stop
on the Idaho Birding Trail. Want to visit? This Idaho
Department of Fish and Game website gives directions
and best travel times: https://idfg.idaho.gov/ifwis/ibt/site.
aspx?id=116.

for 2019 and 2020

Bear River Watershed

The Bear River is the largest river in the Western Hemisphere
that doesn’t make it to an ocean; it empties into an inland sea;
the Great Salt Lake. And, it’s watershed is the only place in the
world where you’ll find native Bonneville cutthroat trout.
Idaho’s federal and state agencies worked hard to secure corporate funding for restoration and conservation to offset the
impacts of the dams on fish and wildlife. There’s only 14 years
of this funding left. We’re teaming with a host of agencies and
conservation groups to leverage as much conservation and restoration in the watershed as possible before the money runs out.
This year, Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust will:
• Work with two farmers and ranchers to conserve 1500 acres
of native fish and wildlife habitat.
• Seek a special designation for the Bear River Watershed that
acknowledges its conservation value and raises federal funds
to match existing corporate funding.
• Manage our Kackley Reserve along the Bear River, and
continue to enhance the property’s spring creek for spawning
Bonneville cutthroat trout.

Blackfoot River Watershed
For the first time since phosphate mining began in southeastern
Idaho, a phosphate company has made a significant cash contribution to restore, enhance and conserve land that’s not part of a
mining operation.
On April 1, Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust will begin accepting
proposals for conservation and restoration projects in the vicinity of the Rasmussen Valley Mine. The Habitat Improvement
Team, a partnership of wildlife and land management agencies,
will review the proposals and fund the projects that best mitigate the mine’s impacts to wildlife. You can find the Request
for Proposals on this website: seidahomitigationfund.com.

Photo by Daryl Hunter

10

SSLT Welcomes
Our Intern Sophie Nosworthy
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Making Conservation
Endure

Sophie grew up in Ketchum, Idaho, and her early
experiences wandering through fields of wildflowers,
catching insects, and climbing trees sparked a deep love
of nature and appreciation for Idaho’s natural beauty.
As a student at the College of Idaho, she took part in
research exploring potential medicinal uses for sagebrush
before graduating with her B.S. in Biology in 2017. She
moved to Pocatello in December and has been enjoying
cross country skiing at Mink Creek and is looking
forward to summer hiking.

And our Volunteer
Ashley Sondag

Born in Pocatello, and raised in Casper, Wyoming, Ashley
appreciates the grandeur of open space and nature. She is
currently finishing a Masters of Public Administration at ISU,
specializing in environmental policy and administration in
hopes to one-day dedicate herself to protecting the landscapes
that she holds so dear. Ashley has two undergraduate
degrees: a B.A. in Political Science and another B.A. in
International Studies. Outside the classroom, she competes
for ISU’s track and cross-country teams. She is the current
Big Sky Conference Scholar Athlete of the Year and as an
undergraduate received the Outstanding Student Achievement
award for the College of Arts and Letters. When not in the
classroom or running, Ashley enjoys her time outdoors, often
riding her horse, Faud.

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3)
charitable organization incorporated in 2004, and a “qualified
organization” within the meaning of section 170(h)(3) of the
IRS Code.

Our mission is to protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife
habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho,
now and for future generations.
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501.

