OPEN SPACES
Connecting People and Place

Photo by Daryl Hunter
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YOU MAY WIN THE CHANCE
TO JOIN MATT AND KELLY FOR
A BREATHTAKING WHITEWATER
FLOAT DOWN THE BLACKFOOT
RIVER
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YOU COULD WIN A TRIP FOR
TWO IN A CHARMING GUEST
CABIN
overlooking the Cub River – and do some
birding, hiking or just relaxing!

3

YOU’LL BECOME AN ESSENTIAL
PARTNER IN CONSERVING
MORE OF THIS
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YOU’LL ENJOY THE BEST WILDLIFE
BUFFET IN EASTERN IDAHO!
Last year, our guests feasted on homemade wild
duck pastrami, venison chasseur, smoked salmon
and yellow squash pound cake – in addition to
delicious appetizers from The Sand Trap. This
fall, our hunters, anglers and gardeners are out
foraging for more delicious wild gifts from the land.
Overheard from a guest last year: “This is the best
food I’ve ever had at any event in Idaho.”

6

YOU’LL MEET WONDERFUL PEOPLE
who care a lot about the same things you do – open
land, healthy wildlife populations, getting out and
enjoying beautiful southeastern Idaho.

YOU’LL GET A JUMP
START ON YOUR
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!
Sure, you can go to the mall, but will
you find homemade cutting boards
and birdhouses, outdoors trips, SSLT
gift memberships, and great books on
fish and ruffed grouse by local authors?
You will here.

7 8
YOU CAN GIVE YOURSELF
AN ADVENTUROUS TRIP!
Bid on a jet boat trip and overnight stay on the
scenic South Fork of the Snake River.

YOU’LL HEAR THE LATEST
NEWS ON CONSERVING
beautiful places, working farms
and ranches and wildlife habitat in
southeastern Idaho!

9
WE SERVE REALLY GOOD BEER.
If you don’t like beer, we also serve other refreshing
non- alcoholic beverages. If you bought a 2018
stainless steel cup this year, bring it with you and
your beverage is free. Haven’t bought your cup yet?
We’ll have plenty at the party.
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From the President

Where did summer go this year?
Oh, yes. My wife Betty and I
spent 47 days and 8,800 miles on
the road from Pocatello to Denali
National Park and back with
another couple, both dragging
30-ft 5th wheels. It was glorious.
Just before departing for Alaska,
I received a pre-publication copy
of Fishes of Idaho: A Natural
History Survey, the culmination
of a five-year project with Don
Zaroban of Boise to produce this
850-page book describing 106
fish taxa occurring throughout
Idaho. Another once in a lifetime
experience, and a reminder that
we live in a remarkable place.
I was very pleased to note the
success of the Bill Davidson
Memorial BBQ and Conservation
Award event. Just as gratifying
was seeing Sandra ThorneBrown, a very good friend of
mine for more than 50 years,
receive this year’s Davidson
award. Very well deserved.
Congratulations Sandra!
We look forward to a big crowd
at our Gifts from the Land
holiday party Thursday evening,
November 29 at the Bannock
County Veterans’ Memorial,
300 North Johnson Avenue in
Pocatello. The venue is new, but
we’ll have the same great food,
wild game dishes, auction items
and prizes aplenty.
Restoration efforts in the
Curlew National Grasslands are
already producing results. We
have several new conservation
projects in the hopper and we’re
excited about protecting more of
southeast Idaho’s best ground.

John Sigler,
Board
President
John Sigler,
President

Board Spotlight:
Mark Gamblin

S

uccessful local
land trusts have
one or more board
members with
strong, lifelong
connections to the
landscape. These
connections create
a deep knowledge of a place and how
it works, and inspire the passion for
conserving the best of that place.
That’s just one reason why we’re
fortunate that Mark Gamblin joined
our Board in 2016. He moved to
southeastern Idaho as child in 1964,
graduating from Bonneville High
School in 1971 and obtaining his B.S. in
Conservation and his M.S. in Zoology
from Idaho State University.

Except for three years with the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, Mark
has spent his career studying, managing
and conserving fish and wildlife in
Idaho, mostly in eastern Idaho. He’s
worked for the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
and for the Idaho Department of Fish
and Game. Until he retired this past
September, he served as Regional
Supervisor for the Southeast Region
of the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game.
Mark brings to his board service a deep
knowledge and love of place, thoughtful
leadership and a calm, effective
approach to problem-solving. We’re
lucky to have him on our board!

Volunteer Day
Croney Volunteer Project

I

t’s not every day you can talk a group
of people into cleaning up an old farm
dump!
That’s why we’re so grateful to our
stalwart team of volunteers who showed
up one sunny, summer day to help
Cohen Croney. You may remember
Cohen from last year’s land trust holiday
party, where he spoke to us about why
he decided to conserve forever his ranch
on the Portneuf River in Chesterfield
Valley.

Our volunteers worked hard that day.
They did not let huge tangles of barbed
wire, surprise snake appearances,
broken glass, dirt or heat slow them
down. By early afternoon, several
heavily loaded trucks of junk headed
to the landfill and local recycling
destinations.
As Matt grilled hamburgers and served
us lunch, E.J. Zita noticed a young
nighthawk roosting just a few feet above
our heads. As we scanned the tree, we
saw two more – a wonderful sighting.

Conservation Champions:

Sandra Thorne-Brown, David Teuscher & Steve Elam

E

very year since 2016, Sagebrush
Steppe and the Davidson family have
celebrated the memory of Bill Davidson
and his substantial contributions to wildlife
habitat and open space in southeastern
Idaho. We honor him by giving an award
in his name to a local volunteer who uses
his or her precious private time to conserve
the natural world here at home.

by any measure.” She’s outlasted most of
our staff monitoring team and shows no
signs of slowing down.

Winner of Bill Davidson Conservation
Award – Sandra Thorne-Brown
After a successful career as an urban
forester, Sandra Thorne-Brown wasn’t
about to stop contributing just because
she retired. She served on Pocatello’s
Tree Commission and spearheaded the
publication of the Portneuf Valley Tree
Guide for City residents. The guide helps
locals decide what, where and how to plant
trees, and gives the location of mature
specimens of trees.

The Outstanding Professional Service
Award
This year, we created a second award to
celebrate dedicated men and women who
work in conservation. Our decision was
tough – there are so many hard-working
agency, non-profit and consulting staff
toiling in the service of conservation that
we struggled to pick just one.

Then she stepped in to help landscape
the Edson Fichter Community Pond.
After assisting the team with selecting
and planting the best trees for the site,
she’s helped keep the place beautiful by
organizing the care and maintenance of the
trees.
Sandra also led the charge to plant over 200
trees and shrubs at the Chubbuck United
Methodist Church. We hope to transfer
these plants to our Kackley Nature Preserve
on the Bear River in two years.
A tireless volunteer for our local land trust,
Sandra has helped us monitor protected
lands for years. As Bill’s daughter Marjanna
Hulet notes, that’s “a rugged commitment

Marjanna sums it up: “Sandra is a great
example of the sort of person Bill’s children
wanted to honor with this award: Someone
who steps up to promote conservation
principles in their corner of the world, to
make a difference for all who follow.”

So we picked two, both with the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game (IDFG).
Without these two, we would not have
been able to help Cohen Croney conserve
his beautiful ranch on the Portneuf River.
David Teuscher was an early advocate for
this project and coordinated the process
with IDFG. Steve Elam steered the project
through due diligence and the approval
process, and was quick to give us a lift over
the hurdles we met along the way. The
Idaho Department of Fish and Game
contributed funding to buy and monitor
the conservation easement and walk-in
public access along nearly a quarter-mile of
the Portneuf River on the Croney Ranch.
Thank you, Sandra, David and Steve.
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From the
Executive Director

As a young boy growing up
in rural Idaho, I had the good
fortune of moving sprinkler pipe
on the neighbor’s dairy farm,
hauling hay on my parent’s place,
learning how to drive a stick-shift
pickup in the field next to the
house and practicing my skills at
backing a trailer on a dirt road.
I remember feeling the
reverberating sound of a
drumming ruffed grouse in
Oneida Canyon and the smell of
fresh cut hay in Riverdale during
the summer. I watched with
amazement the mountain maple
paint hillsides red and orange in
the fall on the Smith Ranch and
I observed the bluest skies on the
coldest winter days along the Bear
River.
Even now when I hear a ruffed
grouse drum, smell curing hay,
walk through a stand of maple
in the fall or see a deep blue
sky in winter, I’m taken back
to those important times and
those important places that had
a profound impact on my life.
And for a brief moment, I can feel
that same sense of wonder and
amazement I felt when I was a kid.
This is my connection to the
landscape and why I work for
the Land Trust. Our mission is
to protect and enhance wildlife
habitat, natural lands, and
working farms and ranches
that define Southeast Idaho
and provide a rich quality of
life we enjoy. I invite you to
help us accelerate the pace of
conservation in Southeast Idaho
by making a gift that will leave
a lasting conservation legacy for
our future. Thank you for your
support.

Matt Lucia,
Executive Director
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Pollinator habitat near Bear Lake,
July 2017, IDFG

Exploring Southeastern Idaho –
The Bear River Range
BY ANNA OWSIAK

S

Idaho Department of Fish and Game

tretching from just south of Soda Springs, the Bear River
Range is the northern reach of the Wasatch Mountains. If
you’re looking for a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities,
you won’t be disappointed when you check out this part of
southeastern Idaho.

connecting hikers to the Highline Trail, a 55-mile path along
the spine of the range.

Idaho’s most famous cave, Minnetonka, is also located along
the upper end of St. Charles Creek. Administered by the U.S.
Forest Service, Minnetonka offers a half-mile of fascinating
stalactites, stalagmites, and banded travertine in nine rooms.
If you visit Minnetonka Cave, you must not wear, or have on
your person, anything that’s been in another cave. It’s critical
There are few places where you can see Bonneville cutthroat
that this cave be kept free of white nose syndrome, a disease
trout spawn in crystal clear waters, and St. Charles Creek is
that’s killed millions of bats across North America.
one of them. This creek is exceptionally healthy, especially
in its upper reaches, supporting excellent riparian habitat and
Becky Abel, IDFG’s diversity biologist says “Minnetonka cave
overall water quality. “All of the components needed for a fully is southeast Idaho’s most important hibernacula for bats”. She
functional stream are present here” says Arnie Brimmer, IDFG counted nearly a thousand bats on her latest monitoring trip,
fisheries biologist.
and believes that number is just a portion of the total number of
bats using the cave. “It’s also the most potentially endangered
Where St. Charles Creek flows through private lands on its
lower end, IDFG has been working with private landowners to hibernacula in Idaho, in terms of the threat of white nose
screen irrigation diversions to prevent Bonneville cutthroat trout syndrome”.
from entering irrigation systems. Only one diversion remains
Minnetonka cave receives over 50,000 visitors each year, from
to be screened, and IDFG is currently working with the canal
all over the country. “White nose syndrome has not yet been
company on a screen design.
found in Idaho, but any cave this heavily visited could be very
vulnerable to it. Minnetonka is also home to several invertebrate
For fly fishermen and women, St. Charles Creek is the best
place in in southeast Idaho to catch a 20” or larger Bonneville
Bonneville cutthroat trout, St. Charles Creek, IDFG
cutthroat trout with a fly rod, an opportunity few dedicated fly
fishers can pass up. The creek is wide enough to accommodate
casting a fly rod, and the crystal clear waters makes catching
those big fish a challenge worth doing. Rainbow and brook
trout, some in excess of 14 inches, are also found in these waters,
providing for a challenging mixed fishing opportunity.
Several campgrounds lie near St. Charles Creek, making
an overnight stay a pleasant possibility. The North Fork
Trail begins near the North Fork Campground, eventually

species found nowhere else
in the world, so keeping this
special cave, and all caves
and underground habitats
safe for these species is of
high importance.”
If you prefer recreating
A Myotis species bat hibernating above-ground, bring your
binoculars and check out
in Minnetonka Cave, 2018,
the nearby Bear Lake
Chris Colt, USFS
National Wildlife Refuge.
The Refuge provides important habitat for 161 species of
birds. Established in 1968 to protect and manage habitat for
waterfowl and other migratory birds, it is a bird watchers
paradise, year-round. From secretive marsh wading bitterns
to boldly soaring bald eagles, the refuge is both a home and a
stop-over destination for many birds. Fall is the best time to
see flocks of sandhill cranes, ducks, geese and swans as they
stop to rest and feed during their southward migrations.

Truly a remarkable place for wildlife, the Bear River Range 66
provides important year-round habitats for mule deer, elk and
moose. Higher elevation conifer and aspen forests are where
these species birth and raise their young. As winter approaches,
these animals move to lower elevations nearer to Bear Lake’s
shores, seeking out sagebrush flats, juniper patches and
agricultural areas with less snow and more easily accessible food.
Many private farm and ranch lands at these lower elevations
provide important winter range areas.
The aspen habitat found throughout the Bear River Range are
some of the most important and valuable habitat for many wildlife
species. Nutritious aspen leaves and twigs, along with understory
grasses and flowering plants support a full range of wildlife
from the tallest moose to the tiniest pollinators and everything
in between. Sharp-tailed grouse spend their winters in aspen
patches, surviving on the tree’s buds. Clumps or clones of aspen
provide a visual spectacle of intense color across the landscape
each fall, to be enjoyed by all of us who spend time outdoors.

Yearling trumpeter swans
released at Bear Lake
NWR, 2003, IDFG

Conserving Private Lands In
This Important Landscape
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust owns 200 acres 3.5
miles west of Paris, Idaho, on the east side of the
Bear River Range. This property, known as Thunder
Ridge, is open to the public for non-motorized use,
and is managed for wildlife habitat. Elk and mule
deer winter here, and we’ve seen Greater sage-grouse
adults and chicks on the property in late spring.
Thunder Ridge is an important piece in the protected
landscape between Paris and Sleight Creek: it
connects to public land and lies near other privately
protected land.
As this newsletter goes to press, we’re working with
farmers and ranchers owning over 1,450 acres of
land on the east and west sides of the Bear River
Range. With your help, we can step up our outreach
to farmers and ranchers in this special corner of
southeastern Idaho.

Wherever you go, don’t forget to hydrate!
FREE WATER BOTTLE STICKER
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Big New Fund for Conservation
in Southeast Idaho

F

or the first time since phosphate mining began in
southeastern Idaho, a phosphate company has made
a significant cash contribution to restore, enhance and
conserve land that’s not part of a mining operation.

Wildlife Mitigation Fund Project Area Map

As part of the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s approval for the Rasmussen Valley phosphate mine, Agrium, now known as Itafos, provided nearly $1.2 million
to create the Southeast Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Fund.
The Fund will pay for projects that enhance and restore
wildlife habitat in southeastern Idaho – projects that
offset predicted impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat
from the Rasmussen Valley mine.
Our Executive Director Matt Lucia notes: “The Fund
provides tremendous opportunities for restoration and
conservation. We’re pleased to be part of this, and we
look forward to seeing long-term benefits that this fund
will provide.”
We appreciate BLM and Itafos for recognizing that
reclaimed lands don’t provide the same high-quality
habitat for wildlife as they did before the ore was mined.
We’re also grateful for the energetic and creative partnership of the Greater Yellowstone Coalition in setting the
stage for the Fund.
Buffers
Zone 1

Who Will Decide Where The Money Goes?

Zone 2
Zone 3

The BLM mandated creation of a Habitat Improvement
Team (HIT) to review and rank the proposals and select
the projects they wish to fund. A partnership of wildlife
and land management agencies in Southeast Idaho, HIT
is composed solely of representatives of federal and state
land and water management agencies and the ShoshoneBannock Tribes.
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is not a member of HIT
and does not cast a vote on which projects are selected.
The Land Trust supports HIT by convening meetings,
holding and managing the Fund, helping with public
outreach and facilitating discussions about the proposals.

Who Can Apply For Funding?
A government entity, tribal nation, non-profit, corporation/partnership, or private landowner.
If the project involves a conservation easement, the
holder of the conservation easement must be qualified to
hold conservations easements under federal and state law.
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Service Layer Credits: Content may not reflect
National Geographic's current map policy.
Sources: National Geographic, Esri, Garmin,
HERE, UNEP-WCMC, USGS, NASA, ESA,
METI, NRCAN, GEBCO, NOAA, increment P
Corp.

What’s The Process?
• By October 15, we will distribute a request for proposals
(RFP) with instructions for applying and ranking criteria. 		
Because we want a big pool of high-quality applications, we
will distribute the RFP broadly. Email or call James at 		
james@sagebrushlandtrust.org, 208.241.4662, to get on the
list for the RFP.
• The application period will be open for 60 days after
distributing the RFP.
• We’ll turn the applications over to HIT for their review and
ranking. HIT will select projects for site visits and prioritize
funding for projects that best mitigate the impacts to wildlife
from the Rasmussen Valley Mine.
• Approved projects will receive their funds in early 2019.  

What Are The Criteria For Determining
Whether A Project Will Be Funded?
• Location of the project in proximity to the
Rasmussen Valley Mine. The project must lie with		
in Zone 1, 2 or 3 on the map to the left. The 		
closer the project is to the mine, the better it will 		
score.
• Funding leverage – how much matching money can
an applicant bring to the table;
• Habitat enhancement benefits;
• Habitat protection qualities;
• Likelihood of project success;
• Landscape connectivity;
• Lifespan of benefits to wildlife;
• Project monitoring;
• Project feasibility; and,
• Project compatibility with the goals and objectives
of each evaluating agency.

Stewardship Corner
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BY KELLY CONDE

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust

T

his summer, I spent my time exploring the southeast corner of
Idaho. I saw Sandhill cranes feeding in marshes and I flushed
Columbian sharp-tailed grouse from under sagebrush. I walked the
lush banks of streams teaming with trout and watched mule deer
bound from one aspen grove to another. I hiked through overgrown
riparian areas and among thick stands of mountain maple and up
steep slopes full of sagebrush, arrowleaf balsamroot and lupine. And
I did it all on the clock.
That is one of the wonderful things about working for the Sagebrush
Steppe Land Trust. As part of my job, I am charged with monitoring
all 28 properties on which we either hold a conservation easement or
own outright.
I never do this alone. The Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust has a dedicated team of volunteers who join me every week. The stewardship
volunteers are experts in their varied fields of natural resources and
bring to the monitoring days a career’s worth of knowledge and
What Can You Do To Help?
perspective.
Together, we view each property by ATV, truck or, most commonly,
1. Come to the open house. HIT plans to hold an
by foot, taking notes and photos of what we see. Many times, these
open house soon to explain the Fund, the process
simply include the wildlife present or any new plant communities.
and priorities, and take comments and questions 		 Monitoring the properties is a way for us to see how the properties
from the public. We’ve begun building a website,
naturally change over time.
seidahomitigationfund.com – check it in midIt is also a way for us to uphold our end of the bargain.
October for details. We hope you’ll come and
When the landowners sign the conservation easements, they do so
participate.
		
expecting the land trust to protect their property from development
2. Come to HIT’s meetings. The public is welcome
and protect the terms of the conservation easement in perpetuity.
at meetings of the HIT. Email James at
Our way of doing this is visiting each and every property annually,
james@sagebrushlandtrust.org to receive agendas.
spending the time to make sure they are remaining the stunning
3. Share the RFP with any group or individual likely 		 swaths of land that they are.
to produce an excellent habitat mitigation project in 		
For me, and for most in the land trust community, our responsibility
the vicinity of Rasmussen Valley in southeastern
as stewards of conservation easements is far from a burden. Once per
Idaho.
week for four or so months, I get to lace up my boots and spend the
day among the beautiful and varied terrain of southeast Idaho. It’s
not a bad way to spend a summer.
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Bios

John Sigler was raised in Logan,
Utah and received his Bachelor of
Science degree from the Wildlife
Resources Department at Utah
State University in 1969. He
completed his Masters of Science
in Water Quality on a Bear Lake
project in 1972 and his Ph.D.
in Fisheries Science from the
University of Idaho in 1980.
John spent the majority of his
professional career working in the
west on environmental projects.
John is retired and resides in
Pocatello.

Donald Zaroban received both his
Bachelor of Science and Masters
of Science from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln in 1974 and
1987 respectively. He received
his Ph.D. from the University of
Idaho in 2011 and is the Curator
of Fishes at the Orma J. Smith
Museum of Natural History, the
College of Idaho. He is a fisheries
biologist for the Idaho Department
of Environmental Quality.

Fishes of Idaho:
A Natural History

W

ritten by John W. Sigler and Donald
W. Zaroban, Fishes of Idaho: A
Natural History makes wonderful winter
reading as you’re sitting by the woodstove
reflecting on past fishing and dreaming
of next year’s adventures. Go easy on the
bourbon, though – this book rewards
careful, thoughtful attention.

Department of Environmental Quality.
For his Ph.D. dissertation, he studied the
Wood River Sculpin, a fish that occurs
only in the Wood River basin of central
Idaho. He co-authored Native Fishes of
Idaho, and realized there was still a need
for something that covered all Idaho’s
fish, native and non-native.

From Governor Cecil Andrus’s
entertaining introduction (“the cutthroat
were so aggressive I had to hide behind a
rock to change my flies”) to the maps, line
drawings and gorgeous color art, to the
comprehensive descriptions of every fish
you’re likely to find in Idaho’s waters – this
book is a marvel.

The Book: Fishes of Idaho:
A Natural History Survey

The Authors: John Sigler and
Don Zaroban
“My first experiences with fish came from
accompanying my father and his graduate
students from Utah State University on
fish collection trips,” John recalls. “We’d
usually begin around 5:00 am with
breakfast at the Tally Ho Café in Logan.
Then we’d head to the Logan River, the
Blacksmith Fork River or, in the fall, one
of the numerous irrigation canals that
transected Logan. We often “electrofished”
with shore-based electro shockers, and I
soon acquired a healthy respect for the
mix of water and electricity.”
Thankfully, John survived this potent
mix. After completing a Ph.D. in
Fisheries Biology and Management at the
University of Idaho and a career filled with
environmental projects and consulting, he
retired in 2012 and decided to launch a
new, updated Fishes of Idaho.
In 2013, Don Zaroban had just published
Native Fishes of Idaho. “My initial
introduction to fish and fishing was
through my maternal grandfather angling
for Rainbow Trout on Schlagel Creek in
Cherry County, Nebraska. We would
crawl on our bellies and drift earthworms
through undercut banks, snags, and
pools.”
Years later, Don and his wife Bonnie
moved to Idaho where he worked
as a fisheries biologist for the Idaho

In 2013, John Sigler connected with Don
Zaroban to discuss the idea of updating
the 1978 Fishes of Idaho. After five years of
collaboration, they published this book for
anglers, students, fisheries professionals,
and natural history buffs.
Features of the book include:
• Comprehensive descriptions of native
and introduced fish species in Idaho
and their ecological relationships;
• Content interesting to both anglers
and fisheries professionals;
• Descriptions of 17 of the most
spectacular places to fish in Idaho, 		
with articles written by the people 		
who know the most about these 		
waters;
• A dichotomous key created by Dr.
Gerald Smith to help anglers and 		
professionals identify fish throughout
Idaho;
• Explanations of why native fish are
where they are and the geologic 		
events that contributed to their 		
distribution and status; and
• Beautiful art by Joe Tomelleri of
American Fishes. Joe’s art work adds
immeasurably to the quality of the 		
book and provides readers with 		
visual reinforcement when working
to identify fishes.

To buy your copy, come to our
holiday party November 29th.
John and Don will be on hand to sell and
sign copies. This big, hardbound book
packed with art and information about
fish and fishing sells for $85. Fishes of
Idaho: A Natural History Survey, is also
available on-line from Caxton Press in
Caldwell.

Idaho Ruffed Grouse Hunting: the Heartbeat
of the Woods by Andrew Wayment

A

ndrew grew up in Preston, Idaho, hunting
and fishing the fields, woods and streams
of southeastern Idaho. For him, ruffed grouse
hunting is to bird hunting what fly fishing is to
fishing--the pinnacle of the sport.
“Grouse hunters are a diehard lot consumed
by chasing evasive birds through impenetrable
thickets,” claims Andrew.
Back east, grouse hunting has a rich, long-standing
literary history, with great authors such as Burton
Spiller, William Harnden Foster, Grampa Grouse
and many others. Tapping into and carrying on
this literary tradition, Andrew offers stories from
years of grouse hunting throughout the Gem State.
Grouse hunters everywhere will relate to and enjoy
this intimate look into “ruffin’ it in Idaho.”
An attorney by profession and an outdoorsman by
passion, Andrew is a partner with law firm Tolson
& Wayment, PLLC in Idaho
Falls. He’s married to Kristin
and their household consists of
four daughters, two sons and
two bird dogs. He’s pleased
to have had the opportunity
to help numerous landowners
and land trusts conserve land
throughout Idaho.

Photo Contest

H

ave you ever wanted to share your photography skills? The land trust wants and
needs some amazing pictures so we decided what better way than a photo contest!
There will be three categories for submissions: Landscapes and Wildlife, Working
Farms and Ranches, and Southeast Idaho Recreation. There will be two winners for
each category, a Staff Favorite and a Board of Directors Favorite. Winners will be
announced at the holiday fundraiser and membership meeting on November 29, 2018.
There are only two rules of the photo contest. 1) The photo must be within the SSLT
service area (Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida, and Power
Counties) and, 2) By submitting your pictures to the land trust,
you give us full permission to use them in a variety of media and
publication material.
To submit your photos, please send high-resolution copies to
james@sagebrushlandtrust.org. When you submit your photos
please include the category, photo location, name of the photo
if desired, and how you would like your photo credit (name
spelling, website, etc.) Please submit photos by November 23,
2018. We can’t wait to see your pictures!

Photo by Daryl Hunter

Board & Staff
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President
John Sigler
Vice President
Deb Mignogno
Treasurer
Shawna Engen
Secretary
Jennifer Cornell
Board Members
Mark Gamblin
Donna Lybecker
Garry Ratzlaff
Tom Lucia
Executive Director
Matt Lucia
Conservation Manager
Kelly Conde
Operations Manager
James Bailey
Development Officer
Babette Thorpe,
Thorpe Fundraising Solutions
Legal Advisors
Tim Lindstrom
Andy Wayment
Mission
To protect and enhance natural
lands, wildlife habitat, and
working farms and ranches in
Southeastern Idaho, now and for
future generations.

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
109 N. Arthur Ave., Suite 300
PO Box 1404
Pocatello, ID 83204
208.241.4662
www.sagebrushlandtrust.org

IN THE WORKS:
Conservation By The Numbers

Making Conservation
Endure

We are currently working on active land
protection projects and restoration projects

Land Protection
Projects

3

3

projects in the
Bear River Focal
Area totaling

projects in the
Portneuf River Focal
Area totaling

acres

acres

1,459

2,220

Restoration
Projects

8

acres of Russian Olive
removal and

5,800

feet of stream
restoration along Deep
Creek in the Curlew
National Grasslands

1.64

acres of new wetlands
and .61 acres of
riparian restoration
along a tributary to the
Bear RIver

12.16

acres of riparian
restoration and
enhancement along
.5 miles of Kackley
Springs- another
tributary to the
Bear RIver

20

acres of riparian and
wetland restoration
along 3.1 miles of
Rock Creek in the
Curlew National
Grasslands

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3)
charitable organization incorporated in 2004, and a “qualified
organization” within the meaning of section 170(h)(3) of the
IRS Code.

Our mission is to protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife
habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho,
now and for future generations.
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501.

