OPEN SPACES
Connecting People and Place

From the President
Early in March, I was sitting in the living
room watching water drip off the icicles
in one of our early spring “thaws” and my
mind began to wander. Water, in all its
forms and functions, has always fascinated
me and the drops off the icicles were no
exception. Falling water drops, perfectly
timed and evenly spaced, have a symmetry
that I associate with all things in the
natural world. Since it was lightly snowing
at the time of my waterdrop gazing, it was
easy to mentally pass through the swirling
snow in my yard to the landscapes of the
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust easements
and properties, all I imagined under feet of
snow and ice.
Although I have visited all 3 of the properties
we own, I have not yet visited all 25 of
our easements scattered around southeast
Idaho. Those I have visited continually
amaze me with both their diversity and their
similarities: all are awesome pieces of our
southeast Idaho landscape. At the end of
2017, we closed another amazing easement
on the upper Portneuf that includes both
upland and riparian habitat and has the
added benefit of providing public access to
some excellent fishing.
As we head toward the 2018 field season,
there is a high level of anticipation among
the Board and our staff regarding what we
can accomplish this year. Several easements
are ready for advancement and staff and
Board will be working diligently to advance
each of them. In April, we moved to new
offices on the third floor of the Spaulding
Building at 109 North Arthur. This office
space allows all of the staff some private
work space for individual tasks and is large
enough to accommodate additional staff
growth in the future.
Last season’s work in the Curlew National
Grasslands with the US Forest Service,
Natural Resource Conservation Service,
private land owners and other collaborators
was successful and the project is on track
for completion in 2018. It is truly amazing
to watch these degraded streams change as
the banks and the vegetation are restored.
Our training with the Murdock
Foundation has produced a concise, wellstructured and attractive mechanism for us
to inform stakeholders about what we do,
and what we plan to do. Along the same
lines, the financial audit we are required to
complete is done and our record keeping is
in fine shape.

John Sigler,
President

Stewardship Spotlight:
Deep Creek and Oneida Canyon

S

ome may think that SSLT’s work
is done when the conservation
easement is signed and recorded. The
truth is that the easement closing is
only the very first step. With each
conservation easement, SSLT takes
on the responsibility of ensuring that
the terms of the easement are upheld
forever. To do this, we spend every
summer monitoring our properties.
This year, we are inviting our members to join us for two of our monitoring visits!
The first took place on our Deep
Creek property. This is one of three
properties that SSLT owns outright.
This 435-acre property adjoins U.S.
Forest Service land and is one of few
access points to the Mt. Naomi Wilderness. It also happens to be blanketed in Arrowleaf Balsamroot and
Mule’s Ear. If you’ve been involved
with the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust

long, you will recognize our iconic
Deep Creek photo (featured on the
back cover).
The second monitoring visit will take
place in the fall. For this visit, we will
hike the rim of Oneida Canyon on
our 360-acre conserved property. This
monitoring visit is strenuous with a
lot of off-trail hiking and some elevation gain. But the effort is worth it.
The property, and entire Oneida Canyon, is covered in stands of deciduous
trees. As the temperatures cool and
the leaves change, Oneida Canyon
bursts into color. From our easement
property you will walk through bright
groves of trees and have expansive
views of an autumn-lit canyon.
To join us on the Oneida Canyon
hike, please contact James at
james@sagebrushlandtrust.org.

Spotlight on the Board:
Deb Mignogno

D

eb sets a pace that stretches us all - whether she’s covering ground on
a monitoring visit, facilitating a meeting or feeding the crowd at our
holiday party.
Deb joined the board in 2006. Employed as a resource manager with the
U. S. Fish and Wildllife Service, she’d long been interested in working
with private landowners on conservation. “When I heard that a local land
trust was starting up, I got involved,” she reminisces. “It just seemed like
a win-win: the landowners want to work with us, the community appreciates the work and the wildlife benefits, too.”
It’s important to Deb that the conservation we do lasts. That’s why she
not only serves as the Board Vice President, but also chairs our Stewardship Team, a group of local volunteers with decades of resource expertise.
Deb and the Team visit every property in southeastern Idaho protected
with a permanent conservation agreement held by the Sagebrush Steppe
Land Trust – every year. They make sure the conservation values protected by the agreements are in good shape. They also monitor the three
properties owned by the land trust at least annually.
When she sees a need, she pitches in. Knowing that it takes capital to
conserve land, she recently volunteered to help us build our ability to raise
money. She and President John Sigler have spent many hours partipating
in training sessions with
the Murdock Charitable Trust and drafting
and polishing our case
statement.
When asked how volunteering for the land
trust differs from other
service work she’d done,
Deb laughs and says
“There’s no end to it!”
She quickly adds: “I
feel a strong sense of ownership with Sagebrush Steppe. I live here, close
to the conservation work we do. And the work we do lasts.”

From the
Executive Director
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Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s service area covers
7 counties in Southeastern Idaho (Bannock, Bear
Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida and
Power). It is a 6 million-acre landscape composed
of basin and range topography which supports an
agricultural-based economy, high biological diversity
and exceptional wildlife habitat. Livestock grazing,
outdoor recreation and mining are the principle
land uses on public land while agriculture typically
dominates the productive valleys at lower elevations
on private lands. Sagebrush-steppe is the dominate
habitat type in our service area.
The mission of our organization is to protect and
enhance natural lands, wildlife habitat, and working
farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho, now and
for our future. The primary tool we use to accomplish
our mission is called a conservation easement.
Conservation easements are voluntary legal
agreements between a landowner and a qualified
organization, such as Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust,
which are designed specifically for conservation
purposes, e.g., protection of fish and wildlife habitat
and the preservation of farm and ranchlands. The
key to our work is the private landowner who wishes
to protect the resources of their property while
retaining rights of private ownership.
Conservation easement agreements are real estate
transactions that are recorded in county records and
run with the property deed, in perpetuity. This means
when a conservation easement property is sold or
passed to heirs, the terms that were agreed upon in the
conservation easement remain in effect. Our commitment and responsibility to our conservation easement
landowners are to ensure the terms of the agreement
will be upheld. We value our relationships with landowners and view it as a partnership whereby we:
• recognize landowners are the most knowledgeable
about their property;
• uphold the landowner’s desire and our obligation
to protect conservation values in perpetuity through
established monitoring procedures;
• strive to serve as a source of information to land
owners that will help increase the conservation 		
values of their property through management and
restoration; and,
• respond to landowner requests in a timely manner.
Our goal is to conserve wildlife habitat and the
working farms and ranches that define the Southeast
Idaho landscape and provide a rich quality of life we
enjoy. It is a privilege for us to work with landowners
that desire to leave a lasting conservation legacy for
their future and ours.
Matt Lucia,
Executive Director
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Can’t Itemize Any More? Consider a Donor-Advised Fund

D

o you want to support your favorite land trust and
STILL receive a tax deduction for your gift, even though it
may no longer make sense for you to itemize under the new
tax law?
Talk to your tax advisor about donor-advised funds, DAFs for
short. Instead of making gifts to your favorite charities every
year, make one contribution of $5,000 or more to a charitable
donation investment fund. You may be able to receive a deduction for the single, large contribution to your DAF.
After setting up the fund, support your favorite, IRS-qualified
charities every year with checks from the fund. Since you
probably received your deduction when you contributed to
your donor-advised fund, you won’t receive deductions, or
have to itemize, your donations to individual charities.
For example, let’s say you give your church, school, land trust
and two other non-profits $1,000 total every year. After discussing the costs and benefits with your tax advisor, you start
a donor-advised fund with a $5,000 contribution. Your fund
manager then write checks from the fund to your five favorite
charities---this year, next year, the next year—as long as there’s
money in the fund.

Because your donor-advised fund is invested, it may grow –
tax-free – over time, potentially giving you more money to
donate to your favorite charities. In a downturn, your fund
may decrease, too – something else to discuss with your tax
advisor.
Schwab and Fidelity Charitable allow donor-advised funds to
be created with a starting balance of $5,000. The Idaho Community Foundation requires $25,000, but allows donors to
pledge part of the required minimum over five years.
Discuss donor advised funds with your tax advisor to see if
this way of giving benefits you and the causes you care about.
You may wish to start your fund with appreciated stock rather
than cash: you may not have to pay capital gains and you may
receive a deduction for the gift if you transfer the stock directly
to the DAF rather than sell the stock and then give the money.
Disclaimer: At the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust, our core competency is conserving land. We are not in the business of giving tax
advice: you should always consult with your tax advisor to understand whether tax management strategies such as donor-advised
funds work for you.

SSLT Hosts Water Workshop

O

n March 8th, 2018, SSLT dipped a toe into water conservation by hosting a water planning workshop. The
objective of the workshop, which was funded through Idaho
State University’s Center for Ecological Research and Education with support from the NSF-EPSCoR Managing Idaho’s
Landscape for Ecosystem Services (MILES) program, was to
bring those in the water resources community together to talk
about the Portneuf River watershed and opportunities for
innovation and collaboration in terms of water conservation.
Forty-two people, from agencies to canal companies to NGOs,
attended this day-long meeting.
The workshop started off with presentations by Rob Van Kirk,
the Senior Scientist for the Henry’s Fork Foundation, James
Cefalo, the Eastern Idaho Water Resource Program Manager
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for the Idaho Department of Water Resources, Sarah Lien, the
Water Resources Director of Friends of the Teton River, and
Hannah Sanger, the Science and Environment Administrator
for the City of Pocatello.
These informative presentations helped shape the afternoon
discussions. With SSLT Vice President Deb Mignogno facilitating the conversation, the group focused on some of the
issues facing the Portneuf River watershed and how these
issues can be addressed. As the day came to an end, participants determined that the workshop should become an annual
event. In the meantime, all agreed that continuing to work
collaboratively was the key to positive change in the Portneuf
River watershed.

Conservation Easement Spotlight

C

ohen Croney and his sister Faye Berdon spent the first
several years of their lives living in a small cabin perched on a
hillside over-looking the Portneuf River. While a beautiful spot
to live, the cabin had no electricity or running water and was
snowed in all winter. When Croney was ten, their father died
in a hunting accident. After that, their land was their provider.

The project gave the land trust and IDFG the opportunity to
forever protect key habitat to a variety of species including
mule deer, elk, trumpeter swans, Columbian sharp-tailed
grouse, Greater sage-grouse, and 3 species of trout. It also
established public fishing access to the Portneuf River through
the property. Most of the Portneuf River runs through private
land, so adding another access point in the upper basin will
allow more anglers opportunities to enjoy the river.

“We had a tough growing-up,” Croney said, “Our father was
killed when I was ten and this place saw us through some really
“We appreciate the willingness of Cohen and Faye to offer
tough times.”
fishing access to the Portneuf River,” said David Teuscher,
Fish from the Portneuf River and the game that roamed the
IDFG Regional Fisheries Manager, “This was a unique
property provided food on the table, the small herd of cows
opportunity to couple habitat protection for key species such
and a flock of laying hens provided an income, the rolling hills
as mule deer and Yellowstone cutthroat trout with an access
and tall sagebrush provided solace.
Years later, Cohen Croney still lives on the 560-acre property
on the Portneuf River in Caribou County. On December 21st,
2017 Croney and Berdon gave back to their home by putting
a conservation easement on it that will ensure it will always be
protected.
“This has been a family dream for a lot of years,” Berdon said,
“I am really glad it’s come to a reality.”
This conservation easement, which is held by the Sagebrush
Steppe Land Trust, was a collaborative project between the
landowners, SSLT, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
and the Cross Charitable Foundation.

Croney Property on the Portneuf River
component. IDFG is excited about being one of the partners
involved in this conservation effort.”
The Croney/Berdon property borders public Bureau of Land
Management land and another 5,500-acre privately owned
piece that is also protected by a conservation easement. By
putting a conservation easement on their property, SSLT filled
in a missing piece in a landscape of protected land.
“The acquisition of this conservation easement is a major
accomplishment for the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust,” said

John Sigler, SSLT Board President, “Conserving land along the
Portneuf River is a priority for the organization -- especially
when it contributes to landscape-scale protection.”
To Croney, the easement provides some comfort that the land
he loves will remain intact long after he’s gone.
“We don’t own the land, we are only the latest occupants,”
Croney said, “We’re charged with leaving the land in better
condition than it was when we found it and hopefully the
easement will ensure that happens.”
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Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s
New Office
he Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust has a new ofT
fice! After a long search and many potential spaces,

the Board and Staff decided on an excellent space in
the Spaulding Building in Old Town Pocatello. Also
known as the Key Bank Building because of the giant
sign atop the roof, the Spaulding Building is on the
corner of N Arthur Ave and W Center St., across the
street from Simplot Square.
Our office is located on the third floor. From the front
doors take the stairs or elevator up and then take a left
down the hallway. The SSLT door is straight ahead at
the end.
We are excited to have this new space as it offers room
to grow. We will be sharing this space with Bray Beltran, Science Coordinator, from Heart of the Rockies
Initiative. Heart of the Rockies was created in 2002 to
increase the pace of private land conservation in the
Rocky Mountain West.
We would enjoy the chance to show you our new
space – please stop by and say hello!

Photo Contest

H

ave you ever wanted to share your
photography skills? The land trust wants and
needs some amazing pictures so we decided what
better way than a photo contest! There will be three
categories for submissions: Landscapes and Wildlife,
Working Farms and Ranches, and Southeast Idaho
Recreation. There will be two winners for each
category, a Staff Favorite and a Board of Directors
Favorite. Winners will be announced at the holiday
fundraiser and membership meeting.
There are only two rules of the photo contest:
1) The photo must be within the SSLT service
area (Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou,
Franklin, Oneida, and Power Counties); and, 2)By
submitting your pictures to the land trust you give
us permission to use them in a variety of outreach
and communication media.
To submit your photos, send hi-resolution copies to
james@sagebrushlandtrust.org. When you submit
your photos please include the category, photo
location, name of the photo if desired, and how
you would like your photo credit (name spelling,
website, etc.) We can’t wait to see your pictures!

Photo courtesy of Daryl
Hunter, http://daryl-hunter.net

High Schoolers Write
About Local Nonprofits
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From Kristen Berger (9th grade English Teacher at Highland High
School)

“

I had my students write argumentative essays in favor of
local non-profit organizations. The classes then voted on
which essays were the most compelling, and the winners
received a donation from the grant money. The funding definitely helped motivate the students to master the tools of argumentative writing that we had been working on. They were
excited every day to both get to work on their essay and to find
out which organizations won various levels of the competition.
Students called up representatives of their organization and
spoke to them about their work, which I think gave them a
new level of respect for the challenging and valuable work done
by non-profit organizations in our area.”
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust was happy to accept the award
funding from Joshua Brown and Bryce Anderson, the winners
of essay contest. See the winning essay below.

The students pictured with Sagebrush Executive Director
Matt Lucia are Joshua Brown and Bryce Anderson.

Student Essay: By Joshua Brown & Bryce Anderson

I

magine a world with urban concrete plots, asphalt, and trash
piling up in gutters, where the world has given up on the
original forest which has sustained us for longer than the
human race has been on the earth. As we enter into a modern
era with new technology and newer ways to live, we are
ignoring the natural lands around us. Rather than preserving
the public lands, we use them as waste lands and pollute them
beyond recognition. We are poisoning ourselves by our own
actions. This is the world we are starting to make a reality for
future generations.

The forest is so important to us
and to our health. The picture
(left) is an example of water being
filtered through plants. The tubs
contain dirt, plant waste, plants
with water flowing through them.
The tub with plants filtered out
almost all the debris in the water;
while the other ones are practically mud. Which one would
you rather drink?

Forests have way more value than many consider. The forests
provide protection from floods, heavy winds, and droughts.
The forest provides food and a home to hundreds of animals
and plants. The forest has been known to relieve stress from
the modern world. With all of the chaos in the world, the
forests are needed to help people reset.

The best solution to preserve the natural lands is to support
the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust. Their goal it to protect and
preserve public lands for the next generation. Not only do
they keep public lands but they make improvements every
year. Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is not biased toward any
group; with the preservation of the natural lands they are
benefiting everyone. This organization was established in 2004
by land owners and partners concerned about the natural
world around the bannock area. Already, they have made a
huge impact. Their website states, “We have conserved 28
properties, which include over 5 miles of Bonneville Cutthroat
Trout habitat and thousands of acres of sagebrush steppe
rangeland habitat, which supports a variety of wildlife species.”
The preservation and improvement of forests, for the future
to come, is one of the best investment you can make, so we
should support the work of the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust.

This a story of a man who was beat down by the world. He
was depressed and in pain by all that everyone has done to
him. He was done, he decided life was not worth it. He would
commit suicide. Before he would commit the devastating act,
he was walking through a forest. He noted the beauty and
life of the forest, and was compelled to rethink his decision.
He ended up not committing suicide. This story was a good
example of what forests can do, and how emotions can change
because of the life of the forest.
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BEFORE

Curlew National Grassland: Film and Panel Discussion
The land trust is involved in a collaborative partnership that
is working in the Curlew National Grassland.The partnership
includes the US Forest Service, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game, Oneida County, the Idaho Governor’s Office of Species
Conservation, Tight Line Media, and multiple landowners.
Some of the project focus is on the restorations of Deep

AFTER

Creek and Rock Creek. Tight Line Media created a short film
highlighting the projects and Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
showed it in late April followed by a panel discussion. The event
had a great turnout. Many people came excited to see the new
film and asked the panel many questions.
The film can be seen on Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust’s YouTube
channel or on our website at sagebrushlandtrust.org/videos/.

Conservation Easement Seminar
A good way to conserve more private
land is to make sure there are attorneys,
accountants, appraisers and real estate
agents who can advise local landowners on
conservation easements.
That is why we were excited to have
collaborated with The Idaho Coalition
of Land Trusts (ICOLT) and the
Teton Regional Land Trust to present a
professional seminar in April. The seminar
was held at the Idaho Department of
Fish & Game Upper Snake Regional
Office in Idaho Falls. The seminar,
titled “Easements: A Discussion on
Contemporary Land Conservation,” was
conducted by an expert panel of presenters

and offered 6.5 hours of CLE credits for
those interested.
The day-long event presented valuable
information about conservation to
attorneys, real estate professionals,
appraisers, landowners and others
whose work intersects with conservation
easements. Sessions included
presentations on the Anatomy of an
Easement, Professional Participation
in Easements Alongside Land
Owners and Land Trusts, Easement
Stewardship: Monitoring, Enforcement,
& Amendments, and Easement Tax
Management: What to Know.

Board & Staff
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President
John Sigler
Vice President
Deb Mignogno
Treasurer
Shawna Engen
Secretary
Jennifer Cornell
Board Members
Mark Gamblin
Donna Lybecker
Garry Ratzlaff
Tom Lucia
Executive Director
Matt Lucia
Conservation Manager
Kelly Conde
Operations Manager
James Bailey
Development Officer
Babette Thorpe,
Thorpe Fundraising Solutions
Legal Advisors
Tim Lindstrom
Andy Wayment

Leverage
Do you know that every dollar you invest in our staff and office
in 2018 will leverage over $5.00 for southeastern Idaho from
other sources of conservation funding?
That’s right – your donations to our
operations brings money to local farmers and ranchers who
want to conserve their land for the benefit of local residents
and wildlife.

Mission
To protect and enhance natural
lands, wildlife habitat, and
working farms and ranches in
Southeastern Idaho, now and for
future generations.

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust
109 N. Arthur Ave., Suite 300
PO Box 1404
Pocatello, ID 83204
208.241.4662
www.sagebrushlandtrust.org

Event Calendar

Making Conservation
Endure

Bill Davidson
Memorial
BBQ and
Conservation
Award Event

August 25
Bray Beltran/
Rebecca Hale
End of Summer
Celebration

September 29
Oneida Canyon
conservation
easement hike
and property
tour

November 29
Membership
meeting, holiday
celebration, and
wild game feast

To sign up for any of the events
or for more information email
James at james@sagebrushlandtrust.org

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3)
charitable organization incorporated in 2004, and a “qualified
organization” within the meaning of section 170(h)(3) of the
IRS Code.

Our mission is to protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife
habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho,
now and for future generations.
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501.

