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From the President
It is always a challenge to write an in-
formative, concise, and short newsletter 
article. The task is particularly difficult 
when there are so many exciting things 
going on, and more coming down the 
road. 
Since the last newsletter when we report-
ed hiring Kelly Conde as the Sagebrush 
Steppe Conservation Manager, we have 
hired Matt Lucia as our Executive Direc-
tor and James Bailey as our Operations 
Associate and added two more board 
members, Mark Gamblin and Shawna 
Engen. 
We’ve closed two conservation ease-
ments; the 490-acre Armstrong-Zita 
Ranch which is located near the base 
of Old Tom Mountain in Bannock 
County, and the 358-acre Oneida Can-
yon property which is located along the 
canyon rim of the Bear River in Franklin 
County. 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust and con-
servation partners are excited to report 
that Agrium has dedicated nearly $1.2 
million to a mitigation fund for habitat 
protection and improvement projects in 
Southeastern Idaho! This fund is associ-
ated with the Rasmussen Valley Mine 
and is entirely dedicated to on-the-
ground projects.  
Sagebrush Steppe board and staff orga-
nized a variety of events this summer 
and wish to thank the community for 
participating in the Curlew National 
Grassland tour, the Flamenco dinner 
party, the Davidson Conservation Award 
BBQ and the Carolina-style pig roast.  
We have a lot to celebrate in 2017 and 
a lot of hard work ahead of us. Please 
join us at our Winter Gala on Friday, 
December 1 to celebrate conservation 
in Southeastern Idaho and all you have 
helped us accomplish!   

John Sigler,
President

$1.2 Million Wildlife Habitat 
Work To Be Funded By Agrium 

In September, 2017 Agrium deliv-
ered nearly $1.2 million to Sage-

brush Steppe Land Trust (SSLT) for 
wildlife conservation and habitat 
protection in Southeastern Idaho. 
This work is being done in associa-
tion with the Rasmussen Valley Mine 
project. 
SSLT will oversee implementation 
of the fund through a coordinated 
effort with a team of state and federal 
agencies and tribal resource managers 
(Habitat Improvement Team).
“This is an amazing opportunity for 
collaborative habitat improvement 
and land conservation projects with 
agencies, the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes, industry, and landowners in 
Southeastern Idaho,” says John Sigler, 
SSLT Board President.
“It is a big step forward for wildlife 
and habitat conservation in Idaho 
and we recognize Agrium’s leadership 

in taking this approach to mitigate 
impacts associated with the Rasmus-
sen Valley Mine. Every penny of this 
$1.2 million fund will go directly on 
the ground for conservation ease-
ments and habitat improvement proj-
ects in Southeastern Idaho,” says Matt 
Lucia, SSLT Executive Director. 
SSLT will be responsible for conven-
ing the Habitat Improvement Team 
(HIT), drafting and distributing a re-
quest for proposals and dispersing the 
$1.2 million to conservation projects 
selected by the HIT which benefit fish 
and wildlife in Southeastern Idaho. 
More information will be avail-
able about the request for proposals 
process over the next several months. 
Please visit www.sagebrushlandtrust.
org and select the ‘Mitigation Fund’ 
tab to learn more. 



From the 
Executive Director
In June of 1982, my parents packed 
three kids, themselves, two suitcases, 
and a cooler full of food and into 
a Pinto station wagon and headed 
east across America. It was a 5,000-
mile road trip that began in Preston, 
through Wyoming and the Badlands 
of South Dakota into the Great Plains 
and productive farm country of the 
Midwest to Massachusetts to visit 
grandparents and relatives. It was 
an action-packed 3-week road trip 
visiting family, touring Boston and the 
North Atlantic Coast and visiting our 
nation’s early settlement history. It was 
an experience which helped a 12-year-
old boy begin to understand what it 
means to feel a sense of ‘place’. 

As we started our journey back home, 
I remember looking forward with 
anticipation to the familiar open 
country and mountains of Idaho. 
When we approached the sagebrush 
steppe country I felt a connection to 
home and a strong sense of belonging. 
I had found my place.  

That connection I felt all those years 
ago has never left me. And while I 
have lived in some remarkable places 
and beautiful landscapes in the West 
and Midwest, I have always come 
back to my place…the scenic farm 
and ranchlands of Southeastern 
Idaho with its rolling hills, stunning 
mountain ranges, productive rivers, 
diverse habitats and wildlife, and its 
unique culture, history and people. It 
is my home. It is who I am and where 
I want to be. 

I am honored to work for Sagebrush 
Steppe Land Trust whose mission is to 
protect the landscape attributes that 
make this place so special. And, I am 
very appreciative of the commitment 
of our partners and landowners, 
supporters, the Board of Directors and 
staff that share the same sense of place 
and dedication to protect the priceless 
landscapes of Southeastern Idaho. 

Please join us in celebrating and 
conserving the remarkable places we 

call home! 

SSLT Hires James Bailey, 
Operations Associate

James joined the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust team in September 2017 after 
graduating from Idaho State University with an Associate Degree in Administrative 
Management and receiving an Intermediate Technical Certificate in Accounting. 

James is a native Idahoan who grew up in Pocatello and enjoys living in such a 
beautiful area. He spent much of his childhood camping 
and working on his family cattle ranch near Driggs, 
Idaho. 

James became acquainted with conservation easements 
when his family worked with Teton Regional Land Trust 
to protect a portion of their ranch along the Teton River 
in 2009.

James is eager to apply his skills and education in his new 
job as the Operations Associate for Sagebrush Steppe 
Land Trust where he will be assisting with outreach, 
communications, accounting, and office administration. 

We are excited to welcome James to the Land Trust team! 

Spotlight on the Board: 
Terry Taysom

Terry Taysom grew up in Pocatello and is a lifelong 
resident of Southeastern Idaho. He is the former owner of 
Taysom Construction and is currently self-employed.

Terry is an avid outdoorsman and enjoys spending time 
with his family and on high ridges observing wildlife 
through a spotting scope. He has been an active supporter 
of wildlife conservation efforts in Idaho for over 40 years 
and has been involved with multiple sportsmen and conser-
vation groups in the region. Before joining the Sagebrush 
Steppe Land Trust Board, Terry served as president of the 
Southeast Idaho Mule Deer Foundation. 

Terry and his family are committed to helping preserve the future of wildlife in 
Southeast Idaho and have donated four conservation easements on their private lands 
which provide permanent protection of nearly 1,000 acres of important wildlife 
habitat. 

Terry joined the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust Board in 2016 and uses his knowledge 
of the local area and passion for wildlife to further the mission of the land trust. 

The mission of Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust is to protect and enhance natural lands, 
wildlife habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho, now and for future 
generations.

Matt Lucia,
Executive Director
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OOn September 9th, Sagebrush Steppe 
Land Trust revived the Mink Creek 
barbecue! After many days of smoke and 

haze, the afternoon was crystal clear and drew folks 
from Pocatello to Preston. 
The crowd included long-time land trust 
supporters, new members, scientists, 
conservationists, landowners, and those just 
looking for a fun event. All connected while 
enjoying tunes from talented musicians Greg 
Mladenka and Richard Inouye, a tasty barbecue 
by the pig-roast extraordinaire Tom Sharp, and 
an interesting science presentation and activity by 
Idaho State University Freshwater Ecologist, Dr. 
Colden Baxter. 
The land trust was thrilled by the turn-out and 
grateful to all who came to help us restart this fun 
event. We look forward to many more to come. 

Back by Popular Demand…The Mink Creek Picnic!4
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Steppe It Up: Protecting the Priceless 
A Crowdfunding Campaign

Scenic Southeastern Idaho
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Participating in a crowdfunding campaign is a great way to 
contribute to a larger effort. Through many single donations, 
large or small, people unite to raise funds for important causes. 
Please help Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust raise $10,000 to 
protect the priceless landscapes of Southeastern Idaho. This 
campaign will run through November 10th. 

The centerpiece of this campaign is a short video produced by 
local filmmaker, Travis Williams, which highlights the im-
portance of our home.  “The goal of this video is to connect 
the viewer emotionally to our open spaces by illustrating 
its contrast to an urban landscape” says Travis Williams of 
Rumorfy Media.

All money raised during this campaign will directly support 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust in fulfilling its mission: to 
protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife habitat, and 
working farms and ranches in Southeast Idaho, now and for 
future generations. In other words, your gift helps give farmers 
and ranchers right here at home opportunities to conserve 
their land. 

Please visit our website www.sagebrushlandtrust.org to 
watch the video titled, 'Scent from Home' and click on the 
donate button to help us meet our goal. Thanks to some very 
generous benefactors, there’s a good chance your donation will 
be doubled! 



In the summer, the stretch of the Bear River that runs through 
Oneida Canyon is a busy place. Inter-tubers dot the water, 
picnickers line the banks, and cars full of recreationists kick up 
puffs of dust on the dirt road. From the rim of Oneida Canyon, 
the Bear River is just a sliver of blue. Walking the 358-
acre property that spans the canyon rim, the perspective is 
not all inter-tubes and dusty roads. Instead, it is stands of 
bitterbrush and sagebrush. It is the shade of a juniper tree or 
mountain maple. It is signs of moose and elk and mule deer and 
the occasional call from a Steller’s jay. From here, the river is still
present. It glimmers from below and promises a cool place 
to soak hot feet. This property along the rim gives a different 
perspective of Oneida Canyon.
In December, 2016, through a collaborative partnership with 
the Bear River Environmental Coordination Committee 
(ECC), the landowner, PacifiCorp, and Sagebrush Steppe Land 
Trust this perspective was forever protected by establishing a 
conservation easement on the property along the rim.
 “We are excited to have another productive opportunity to 
work on conservation with the Bear River ECC and Sagebrush 
Steppe Land Trust,” Mark Stenberg, Hydro License Manager for 
PacifiCorp, says.

The property is home to a host wildlife including elk, mule deer, 
moose, bobcat, pheasant, Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, bald 
eagle, and many other species. Healthy stands of bitterbrush, 
sagebrush, and juniper interspersed with an upland deciduous 

forest of mountain maple create a diverse mosaic of habitat 
which support diverse wildlife species year-round. 

As part of the conservation easement, the landowner agreed to 
allow public access for hiking. Anyone looking for a pre-float 
hike or just a place to come and literally get above it all should 
check out this newly conserved property. 

Photo below courtesy of Daryl Hunter, http://daryl-hunter.net.

Oneida Canyon Conservation Easement



One small cabin. That is all Nancy Armstrong’s grandparents 
had to call home when they homesteaded a parcel of land at the 
base of Old Tom Mountain in 1897. It is all they had to shelter 
their six children from harsh Southeastern Idaho winters. One 
small cabin surrounded by a vast expanse of open rangeland.  
That rangeland held, among the grazing cows, Columbian 
sharp-tailed grouse and migrating mule deer. It held blooming 
arrowleaf balsamroot and fragrant sagebrush. It had springs that 
ran from the base of the mountain all the way to the tiny home. 

Today, the sharp-tailed grouse and mule deer and flowers and 
shrubs and even the springs are still there. As is the small one-
room cabin.

To Nancy Armstrong, the cabin is a constant reminder of what 
her grandparents gave up for her to have a better life. It is why, 
in June, 2017, Nancy and her partner E.J. Zita worked with 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust to place a conservation easement 
on their 490-acre property with the homestead cabin.  The con-
servation easement will forever protect the property from devel-
opment while still allowing them to continue to work the land 
as Nancy’s grandparents did -- through farming and ranching. 

“I wanted to keep this land intact forever as an honor to my 
grandparents and my parents who farmed this so that we could 
have a better life,” Armstrong says, “There’s no doubt it would 
be scary to come out here and have nothing.  That’s why I just 
have to honor them. They went through so much and I have it 
so good.”

This project was not only the result of the landowners’ generous 
donations (they sold the conservation easement at a significantly 
reduced price), but also those of many individuals.  The land 
trust ran a crowdfunding campaign to cover the stewardship and 
transaction costs associated with closing a conservation easement 
and the result was inspiring to say the least. In just one month, 
SSLT supporters donated enough to close the conservation ease-
ment and ensure that it will be monitored annually in perpetu-
ity. Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust would be unable to conserve 
the open spaces we all love in Southeastern Idaho without the 
generous donations of our supporters. This project showed just 
how far that support can go. 

Old Tom Mountain  Conservation Easement

Photo below courtesy of Daryl Hunter, http://daryl-hunter.net.



As with most July days in Pocatello, the 
afternoon of the Bill Davidson Conserva-
tion Award barbecue on July 21st started 
out hot. Fortunately for the over 60 peo-
ple who gathered in the yard of Marjanna 
and Barry Hulet to celebrate the recipient 
of the Bill Davidson Conservation Award, 
the cold beverages and watermelon were 
plentiful and the shade awnings effective. 
The Hulet family, along with Marjanna’s 
brothers Darryl and Darryn Davidson and 
her mother Jean Davidson host the annual 
award barbecue. The event serves as a way 
for the family to honor the life of their fa-
ther and husband, Bill Davidson, through 
the Bill Davidson Conservation Award 
and allows the land trust and conservation 
community to celebrate Bill’s leadership in 
conservation. 
Bill was a lifelong Idahoan and conser-
vationist. Throughout his career with the 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Bill 

dedicated himself to fish and wildlife con-
servation and the places they called home. 
His vision and initiative helped jumpstart 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust and, more 
importantly, gave it a solid foundation on 
which the organization was built. 
Beginning in 2016, the land trust and Bill 
Davidson’s family will honor him by rec-
ognizing one person who gives to South-
eastern Idaho conservation in a similar 
fashion – wholeheartedly and with vision, 
as a way of life, not just a career.  
This year’s recipient, Chris Banks, is a na-
tive to the area who does just that. 
Over a large spread of barbecue food, folks 
from the Southeastern Idaho conserva-
tion community shared stories of Bill 
Davidson and appreciation of Chris Banks 
and the dedication he demonstrates to 
continue Bill’s vision. As the sun finally 
sank and the air cooled, some gathered in 
a circle with guitars and sheet music and 
played until evening’s end. 

Bill Davidson
 Conservation Award Barbecue

Above: Bill Davidson
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Bill Davidson Conservation Award Recipient, 
Chris Banks

On Friday, July 21st, conservation champion Chris 
Banks was awarded the Bill Davidson Conservation Award 
in recognition of Chris’s tireless efforts towards protecting 
southeast Idaho’s open spaces. 

Chris is the founder and owner of Conservation Basics, LLC 
and has managed many important conservation projects 
through this organization. But it is his efforts outside of his 
job that made him the perfect candidate for the Bill Davidson 
Conservation Award. 

Chris has volunteered innumerable hours to conservation 
using his exceptional ability to collaborate with agencies, 
individuals, and private companies to help complete over 
$1,000,000 of on-the-ground conservation work. 

On top of this, Chris works with youth through the Soil and 
Water Conservation District sponsored Envirothon. The 
Envirothon teaches high school students an appreciation for 
the natural world and the importance of conserving it. Chris 
is an integral part of creating that value system. Additionally, 
Chris is instrumental in bringing the International Envirothon 
to Idaho in 2018 which will introduce youth from around the 
country to the incredible open lands of Southeastern Idaho. 

SSLT’s mission is to protect and enhance those open lands 
now, and for future generations. Chris’s work gets at the very 
heart of this mission and truly embodies the spirit of Bill 
Davidson’s vision. 
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Thanks to a 
Generous Gift

Field work just became much easier for the 
Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust thanks to a 
generous gift of this 1999 Isuzu Trooper II. 
The vehicle is in excellent condition with low miles and will 
replace our personal vehicles for field work, easement moni-
toring, and other land trust business. 

We are very grateful for this gift and excited to hit the gravel 
roads in style.  

Curlew National Grassland: 
A Partnership Project

Curlew National Grassland

Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust (SSLT) is working in partnership 
with the U.S. Forest Service, Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Office of Species 
Conservation, Oneida County, and private landowners on a 
major restoration project in the Curlew National Grassland.

Streams that run through the Curlew National Grassland are 
incised and their banks are bare and crumbling. As a result, 
the streams have lost riparian function and transport silt which 
deposits on farm and ranchlands downstream. The goal of the 
project is to restore riparian vegetation and function to Rock 
Creek and Deep Creek and stabilize their banks. SSLT will 
provide several volunteer opportunities to help with various 
aspects of this project over the next two years. 

If you would like to be involved in this important restoration 
project, please let us know! Email James Bailey at james@sage-
brushlandtrust.org or call 208.241.4662 to get on our volunteer 
list. Anytime there is a project in the Curlew National Grassland, 
we will contact all of our volunteers to help out. 
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Conservation That Lasts 

Come help us celebrate the bounty of 
southeast Idaho’s open spaces at our ‘Gifts 
from the Land’ holiday party on Friday, 
December 1st from 6-9 pm. The event 
will take place at Liberty Hall on 325 W 
Benton Street in Pocatello. 

To purchase tickets, please visit our 
website at www.sagebrushlandtrust.org 
and click on the “What’s Happening” tab. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $35 the 
day of event. The event includes hearty 
appetizers, homemade hors d’ oeuvres 
from local game and produce, and a 
chance to win one of several door prizes. 
Local beer and wine will be available at a 
cash bar or you can purchase a stainless 
steel Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust cup 
and receive bottomless beverages of your 
choice for the night!

Along with connecting our conservation 
community and celebrating all that you’ve 
helped us accomplish, we will draw one 
lucky winner for the Browning X-Bolt 
Hell’s Canyon Speed Rifle! 

The event will also include a silent auction 
featuring a commissioned piece from local 
artist Tim Norton, a commissioned piece 
from local craftsman Tracy Casselman, a 
framed northern pintail print, a one-of-
a-kind handmade quilt that features two 
SSLT properties, an overnight raft trip for 
4 on the Blackfoot River, a float of the 
canyon stretch of the South Fork of the 
Snake River and much more.  

Mark your calendars and come raise a 
glass to conservation in Southeastern 
Idaho!

SAVE THE DATE: 
Gifts from the Land Holiday Party

We are raffling a Browning X-Bolt Hell’s 
Canyon Speed Rifle at our holiday Gifts 
from the Land party! Buy a raffle ticket 
from the land trust for your chance to win 
this award-winning rifle. 
Only 275 tickets will be sold. Tickets are 
available now and priced 1 for $20, 
3 for $50 or 7 for $100.  

You don’t have to be present to win but 
if the winner is present, she or he will 
receive a bonus gift of two boxes of shells 
for the rifle valued at $60 each!  

Blackfoot River Canyon

South Fork of the Snake River

Rifle donated by John Sousa of Scott’s Lock & Key & the Taysom Family

To purchase your tickets, please 
contact James at 208.241.4662 or 

james@sagebrushlandtrust.org
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To protect and enhance natural 
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2300 Via Caporatti Dr., 2nd Floor

PO Box 1404
Pocatello, ID 83204

208.241.4662
www.sagebrushlandtrust.org



Making Conservation Endure

Hold the Date:  Gifts from the Land 
Holiday Party - Friday, December 1st 
from 6-9 pm at Liberty Hall for fun, 
raffles, treats, door prizes and a silent 
auction.  To RSVP and purchase tickets, 
please visit our website at 
www.sagebrushlandtrust.org.

Our mission is to protect and enhance natural lands, wildlife 
habitat, and working farms and ranches in Southeastern Idaho, 
now and for future generations.      
Sagebrush Steppe  Land Trust is a private, nonprofit  501(c)(3) 
charitable  organization incorporated in 2004, and a “qualified  
organization” within the meaning of section 170(h)(3) of the 
IRS Code.       
Federal Tax Identification Number: 82-6092501.

Photo courtesy of Matt Lucia

 

If you give $200 or more before November 9th, your gift 
will be matched dollar for dollar, up to $1,000 thanks to 
two generous donors.
If you’re ready, willing and able to conserve even more 
land in southeastern Idaho, please consider a gift of 
$1,000 or more.  We have another generous benefactor 
standing by, ready to release up to $10,000 for our work 
if we can raise $10,000 in gifts of $1,000 or more from 
people who care about local conservation.
With your help, we can work with local farmers and 
ranchers who want to conserve their land for the benefit 
of all of us who live, hunt, fish and play here.  

Want to Double Your Impact 
on Local Conservation?


